UTILITIES POLICY

The University of Aberdeen’s Utilities Policy provides additional detail to supplement the commitments made in the University’s Environmental Policy Statement of May 07. The objectives in relation to sustainable use of energy and water use are detailed below.

Legislative compliance

The University will meet the requirements of the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme (EU ETS), the aim of which is to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.

For building works the University will implement the energy efficiency requirements as detailed in the Scottish Building Standards.  Further the University aims to improve on these standards where possible and this is detailed in the Sustainable Buildings Policy.

The University will monitor forthcoming legislation in this area and implement this when it has been passed into UK law.

Objectives

The main objective of the University utilities policy is to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide resulting from energy usage and to reduce water consumption associated with operation of University buildings, while maintaining services. To this end the University will review opportunities and implement measures to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by improving energy efficiency, making use of renewable energy and reducing water consumption.

Detailed targets

· To establish trends of energy and water use.

· To meet or better the Kyoto protocol target to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from 1990 levels.  These detail a 5.2% reduction by 2010, 60% reduction by 2050.

· To reduce carbon dioxide emissions in line with EU ETS allocations.

· To reduce water consumption from 2006/07 levels by 2% year on year.

· Aim to heat occupied areas to a maximum of 21ºC during occupancy hours in the heating season.

· To reduce energy and water consumption by using improved technology.

· To reduce energy and water consumption by improving staff awareness.

· To investigate the use of renewable energy technology and install on site where appropriate.

· To report on the annual carbon dioxide emissions as a result of University building energy use.

· Develop links with other organisations to share energy and water conservation initiatives.

Organisation, Management and Implementation

The Estates Section has overall responsibility for organising and installing energy efficiency measures, renewable energy equipment and water conservation measures.  These measures are to be specified for new buildings and retrofitted in existing buildings as appropriate.  Where Colleges have specific projects that may benefit from energy or water conservation measures then they can work with Estates to ensure the utility consumption is minimised.  

It should also be noted that all individuals associated with the University, both staff and students, are users of energy and water and also, therefore, have a responsibility to use these resources as efficiently as possible.

Further implementation of this policy will be via:

· Provision of advice and guidance from the Environment Office website, email circulars, bulletins and briefings.

· Promotion of initiatives and awareness raising measures to support energy and water conservation by the Environment Office.

· Monitoring, measuring and reviewing Energy and Water management targets set by the Environmental Forum.
