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A
Regulations

1. All students of Honours Film & Visual Culture must write a dissertation. Film & Visual Culture students may write their dissertation either for Film & Visual Culture (FS4501) or for their other subject. 

2. The length of the Honours Film & Visual Culture dissertation must be between 7000 and 8000 words (inclusive of quotations, footnotes etc., but excluding the bibliography and filmography. Nor are appendices containing transcripts, corpora, questionnaires, or other supplementary information, included in the word count.). These word limits must be strictly adhered to. Unless special permission has been granted in writing by the Head of Programme, dissertations which exceed or fall short of these limits will be penalised by the examiners. Such permission is only given in very exceptional circumstances. Students may elect to include a practical element as part of their dissertation, which could comprise of a 10 to 20-minute film, and in which case they can submit a shorter written dissertation, 5-6,000 words in length.

3. The title of the dissertation must be approved in writing by the Programme Co-ordinator.  You will find a form for this purpose attached to the back of this Guide.  The form also requires the signature of your proposed supervisor.  Please note that each member of staff has an allotted number of dissertations that they are permitted to supervise.  You are therefore advised to contact your intended supervisor at the earliest opportunity to discuss your proposed dissertation title.  If you are unable to make arrangements for supervision of your dissertation, you must contact the Film & Visual Culture Head of Programme.  The form must be completed and returned to the School Office by Friday of the ninth week of the first semester in Senior Honours (26th November 2010). Titles may be submitted for approval at any time, but any dissertation whose title has not been approved will not be considered by the examiners. Dissertation titles may be amended at any time, provided the change is approved by the Head of Programme.

4. Each dissertation will be supervised by a member of staff, who will be available as needed.  It is your responsibility to contact your supervisor in the first instance, and to request further meetings as required by you.  How many times you will meet your supervisor will vary considerably, according to your own needs and wishes.  As a general guideline, three meetings normally constitute an appropriate number.  Most supervisors allow 30 minutes for the first meeting, but you may need a full hour for one or more of the meetings.  Your supervisor will keep an eye on the scope of your dissertation, the proposed development of the argument, timing and details of presentation.  Students will receive final confirmation of their supervisors as soon as possible after the deadline for submission of titles. 

Supervisors are under no obligation to chase up students who fail to make contact.  Part of the experience of independent study is to for you to seek advice when you feel it would be of help.

5. The role of the supervisor is to provide guidance in writing the dissertation.  Guidance includes:

· Assisting you in narrowing down the topic you are interested in, and in so doing helping you generate a specific research question.  This question will arise from your own interests.

· Helping you make a decision about which films to work with (usually no more than three key films).

· Suggesting readings that will enable you to draw on the theoretical, historical and cultural contexts that can be used to inform your work on the films.

· Direct you to the library and web based resources.

· Assist you in planning the organization of your dissertation.

6. The dissertation must be a piece of independent work undertaken solely by you. Drafts of up to 1,000 words will be looked over by each student’s supervisor. Students may discuss their general approach to the topic and rehearse the lines of inquiry they wish to pursue; they may also seek guidance about secondary reading, and how best to structure and present their dissertation.  But we would advise you that the best way to learn how to write in a scholarly and accurate manner is to read and analyse the language of articles in learned journals associated with your discipline.  You are also free to consult previous honours dissertations: copies of the best dissertations from previous years are kept in the School Office and can be borrowed.

7. All books and articles consulted in preparing the dissertation must be listed in a bibliography; all film texts referred to must be listed in a filmography. All quotations from, paraphrases of and references to books and articles must be specifically acknowledged in footnotes. Cases of suspected plagiarism are liable to be referred to the Academic Registrar for investigation under the University's Code of Discipline. Detailed instructions about the layout of the bibliography and how to present quotations and references will be found in Section D of the Guide to Written Work, available from the School Office.

8. The title page should bear the student’s name, the title of the dissertation, and the year of submission.  Pages should be numbered consecutively throughout.

9. The dissertation must be word-processed (or typed) and bound.  The text should be on one side of A4 paper in double spacing except for indented quotations, which should be single-spaced. There should be a left-hand margin of at least 4cm to allow for binding. Students must make their own arrangements for word-processing and binding  (the Queen Mother Library has facilities for binding.)

10. If undertaking an additional practical film element, that should be submitted in the form of a DVD.

11. The dissertation must be submitted to the School Office ready bound not later than Friday of the eleventh week of the second semester (6th May 2011). Failure to submit the dissertation by the due date will normally result in a NIL grade. Any student who, for reasons of illness or other good cause, is unable to submit the dissertation on time, must apply in writing to the Head of Programme for an extension.

12. Two copies of each dissertation must be submitted, since they will be marked independently by two examiners, one of whom will normally be the student's supervisor.  If you are also completing a practical element, Two copies of the DVD should be submitted with your written dissertation. Dissertations and practical work will not be returned.  In addition an electronic copy must be submitted via turn-it-in, the plagiarism detection software.  Failure to do so will result in your mark being withheld. 
13. Students will be asked to indicate on a form provided by the School Office whether or not they are prepared to allow their dissertations to be consulted by other students. There is no obligation on any student to give this permission. Any such consultation will be properly acknowledged and the normal prohibition against plagiarism will apply.

14. Students will be informed by the Registry about the grades awarded for their dissertations, via student portals: http://studportal.abdn.ac.uk/pls/portal/
B 
Advice
1. The dissertation is meant to be the culmination of your undergraduate work in Film & Visual Culture, an opportunity to demonstrate what you can do when freed from the usual constraints of time, space and subject matter imposed by coursework and examinations. The dissertation carries 30 credit points, and it counts for 12.5% in the determination of your final degree classification. It is therefore worth doing well.

2. The first and perhaps most important step is to find a suitable subject, one that not only engages your critical interest but will also allow you to display your work at its very best. Since the topic you choose should be capable of satisfactory treatment in about 7500 words, you should avoid subjects which are much too large, such as "Cinema and Literature" or "The Films of Humphrey Bogart". If you are keen to explore the issues raised by such a broad subject, you should cut the topic down to a more manageable size by focusing, say, on a film each by Hawks, Hitchcock and Ford or on three films from different periods of Hawks' career. If you wish to have something fresh to say or to avoid being swamped by other people's opinions, you will eschew topics which have been worked over on multiple occasions. You are not required to be original, but it is harder to demonstrate your personal engagement with a topic where the arguments are well thumbed and only too familiar to your examiners. One reason perhaps why many students choose to write on contemporary subjects is the comparative dearth of critical literature in this area, but the same freedom can be found by choosing a minor director to write about. 

3. You may decide to choose a topic which arises from or relates to a course you have taken, in which case you will already have done some of the background reading and thinking. Students who have written on a topic in an essay or examination may deal with it again in the dissertation, so long as they treat it from a different perspective, and have the express permission of the supervisor of the dissertation.  If you are thinking about such a topic which arises from a course you have taken, it is a good idea to consult the person who taught the course for advice about avoiding overlaps.

4. You may, however, decide that you wish to write on a subject which has no direct connection with any course you have taken or plan to take, one that reflects your own filmic or cinematic interests. You will still need to consult your proposed supervisor before submitting your title, if only to ensure that there is someone who is willing to supervise your dissertation.

5. In choosing your topic and title you should bear in mind that your dissertation should present the outcome of your investigation in the form of an argued case. It is therefore helpful to set yourself a problem to solve or a set of questions to address: otherwise you may find it harder when you come to structure your material. You may also find it useful to consult previous dissertations for examples of the kinds of topics and titles which are open to you.

6. You are strongly advised to begin thinking about your dissertation before the end of your Junior Honours year, since the summer vacation is an excellent opportunity to undertake some preliminary reading. You may therefore find it helpful to approach a member of staff for some initial advice before the end of the Summer Term rather than leave it until your return in September. Whenever you decide to do so, you should already have given some serious thought to what you want to do. If you haven't you are liable to end up writing on a topic that one of us has chosen for you, rather than one that you have chosen for yourself. At this stage our main job should be to help you to define your area of investigation more precisely and to compose a suitable title.

7. You should note that the College Librarian organises a series of more advanced workshops in February each year to help Film & Visual Culture students prepare for their dissertations.  The School strongly recommends that students attend these workshops.
8. The maximum number of dissertations supervised by a single member of staff should be limited to between six and eight.  This means that if you wish your dissertation to be supervised by a particular member of staff who is an expert in the field, it would be prudent to approach them early before they reach their limit.  You will find a list of the main specialisms of the Film & Visual Culture staff at the end of this document.

9. Once your title has been approved and your supervisor appointed, you will be expected to work on your dissertation throughout Slots C and D, where the equivalent of the time required to undertake the work for two 15-credit point courses (i.e. 300 hours) has been freed for this task. During this period you are also required to meet your supervisor at least three times in order to review progress and to discuss any problems of organisation and presentation that may arise. It is your responsibility to make contact with your supervisor, to negotiate dates of meetings, and to make good use of the time available for consultation.

10. Most students require some help with the organisation of their dissertations, as they are more used to writing 2000 word essays. Whatever your topic, it is important that your dissertation has a coherent structure from start to finish. Your supervisor will be able to advise you about how to divide your material up, whether into sections or chapters, and about the assumptions you should make about your readers. 

11. It is important to work out a realistic timetable for your dissertation. If you do not work on it steadily throughout Slots C and D, you are liable to find yourself under great pressure as the submission date approaches. Remember that it can take quite a long time to get materials via inter-library loans and that the final stages often take much longer than you think. Ample time should be allowed for word-processing and printing the final version, since there are often bottlenecks at the Computing Centre and the bindery at Queen Mother Library.

12. You will need to spend part of Slot D checking your quotations, finalising your bibliography, filmography and footnotes, and proof-reading your text in draft to ensure that any errors of grammar, spelling and punctuation are corrected. Given the increased amount of time now allocated to the dissertation, very high standards of presentation will be expected and poorly presented work is likely to be penalised. You should re-read the Guide to Written Work before embarking on your first draft and consult it regularly throughout. When checking your quotations, references, footnotes, bibliography and filmography before printing out your final draft, you should make sure that you have followed the conventions for citation and reference set out in Section D.

13. Remember to make copies of important notes and drafts, whether you are working in long-hand or at a word-processor. Each year one or two students are unlucky enough to lose their folders of notes or to have them stolen or to have their only copy of a file devoured by the word-processor. You should routinely save a copy of your work on your H drive, where it will be backed up every night by the Computing Centre.

14. Finally, remember that it is only a 7000-8000 word Honours dissertation that you are writing, the equivalent of about three Honours essays; it is not a doctoral thesis or a scholarly monograph! But it should give you a sense of intellectual excitement and achievement if you set about it seriously. If you are thinking about going on to do research, the dissertation is a good way of testing whether you have the capacity and temperament for postgraduate work.

15. If you have any other questions, there will be an opportunity to ask them at the Senior Honours briefing meeting in Autumn. You may also contact the Head of the Film & Visual Culture Programme for further advice in advance of this meeting.
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List of Film & Visual Culture Staff

2010–11
Film & Visual Culture Staff:

Dr Alan Marcus
Documentary film, urban narratives in popular film, cross-cultural issues of ethnicity and filmic representations of Otherness, and interdisciplinary work in visual anthropology and the history of photography.
Dr Katherine Groo 
Early ethnographic cinema; minor cinemas; non-fiction film; experimental visual art movements.
Dr Janet Stewart
Politics and aesthetics; modern architecture; the sociology and philosophy of space, architecture and communication; the sociology of art and globalization; Vienna 1900.

Dr Simon Ward 
Cinematic representations of the city, visual culture and memory, travel and visual culture
Staff affiliated with Film & Visual Culture:

Dr Nerea Arruti
Relationship between text and image in Argentine literature and between memory, literature and visual culture in relation to violence in Spain and Latin America. 

Dr Margaret Jubb
French Cinema, in particular the New Wave, films by women directors, and the contribution of music and soundtrack to film. 
Dr Gundula Sharman 

18th and 20th century German literature and film, literary 





reworkings, representations of childhood in text and film.
Prof Teresa Vilarós-Soler
Hispanic film and visual culture.
SUBMISSION OF FILM & VISUAL CULTURE DISSERTATION TITLE – FS4501

To be submitted to the Programme Co-ordinator (via School Office) by Friday 26th November 2010.  PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS.  
Name



Proposed Title of Dissertation


Further explanation of scope of Dissertation

Course (if any) out of which dissertation arises

Are there any ethical concerns relating to the research you plan to undertake in the course of your dissertation?
YES   

NO   

For most students in the School of Language & Literature this will not be an issue, and you can simply tick NO.  If you are unsure, the University’s policy on Research Ethics can be consulted at: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/hr/policies/ref.shtml 

If you tick YES, you will need to fill out a separate form, which is available from the School Office. 

Approved by proposed supervisor:

Approved by Programme Co-ordinator: 
______________________________

__________________________

Date: _________________________

Date:  _____________________

Comments by Programme Co-ordinator 

When approved, this form will be returned to you - please complete the box below with your name and current address.





Name	_______________________________________�


Address_____________________________________





_______________________________________





Postcode  ______________________________
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