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Information for Applicants

BA (Honours) in Social Pedagogy 

(BASP)
Closing Date for Applications: 1st February
Criteria for Admission to the BASP programme to Stage I

The Programme is open to applicants over the age of 20 years who satisfy the following conditions:

· Experience of working with children and/or adults*
· Ability to undertake a programme of study at this level 

· Interest in experiencing and contributing to life and work within community settings
The closing date for applications  is 1st February. 
Documentation required
In order to meet the application requirements, the applicant should submit the following documents to the BASP Secretary at the University of Aberdeen by 1st February:
1. A completed University Application Form

2. Copies of two references one of which will specifically comment on ability to study and write at this level.  The second will be a practice based reference from a supervisor/manager commenting on current/most recent practice.  Please note that it is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure both references are sent to the BASP Administrator at the University of Aberdeen by the 1st February at the latest.

3. Applicants whose first language is not English must submit evidence that they have successfully completed an English test at IELTS academic level 6 or equivalent.  If an English test (IELTS) is required this should be applied for and undertaken as soon as possible and certainly before the end of February.  Further information about the test is available in Appendix II.
4. Co-worker places in communities and Sponsorship to the BASP (including payment of fees)
Applicants who are currently co-workers in the Camphill School Aberdeen (CSA) or a participating Community must make their intention to seek sponsorship known to the appropriate house co-ordinator/community member/manager as early as possible. 
Applicants who are not currently co-workers in CSA or one of the associated communities/organisations can apply for a co-worker place in a sponsoring community and in doing so, make it known that they also seek sponsorship for the BASP.                 Information on the communities sponsoring students is available in Appendix 1. 
Communities normally expect co-workers to live and work in the community for at least six months before sponsorship will be considered. Therefore the process of securing a co-worker place and sponsorship to undertake the BASP should be begun as early as possible.
· If such sponsorship by a community/workplace is not available and /or, the applicant intends to work in an appropriate setting other than those referred to above, they  are required to provide information in writing regarding; 

· how  fees will be paid, 

· proposals for ensuring adequate study time 

· proposals for arranging the required practice experience throughout the programme and the 300 hours assessed practice time in each Stage of the BASP
1st February - Closing date for applications
 Interviews of applicants  
These normally take place in the last two weeks in March but in exceptional circumstances other arrangements can be made. Two members of the BASP tutor team will interview all applicants.  This will normally take place in the Camphill School Aberdeen (CSA).  However in certain exceptional situations a telephone interview may be arranged. 

If the applicant is not currently a co-worker in CSA or a participating Camphill Community, and wish to apply for a co-worker place then the interview may be scheduled to coincide with the interview for the BASP.  

The offer of a place  

The Selection Panel normally meets in April.  The panel membership comprises the Programme Directors and representatives from CSA and associated communities.  The panel considers all the information available. 
An unconditional acceptance offer cannot be made unless all required documentation is available to the Selection Panel: 

· the completed application form, 

· a short summary of the interview and the recommendation from the interviewers,  

· the two references, 

· the decision of the community/organisation  regarding  sponsorship 
or the applicant’s proposal regarding payment of fees, arrangements for study time and practice opportunities, 

· If required, the outcome of the English Test.
Important Information for Non-European Economic Area Applicants:

In April 20009 the Border and Immigration Agency introduced a new Immigration Points Based System for UK entry visas.  Once the applicant has an unconditional offer of a place on the BASP programme, the University will apply for an entry visa through Tier 4 (student entry). Please note that if the applicant is living and working in the UK they will have to return to their home country, before UK entry clearance is granted. 

Up to date information can be accessed on the university website at www.abdn.ac.uk. 
Communication to Applicants

The outcome will normally be communicated to applicants by email by the end of April, indicating one of the following:
1. An unconditional offer of a place  

2. A conditional  offer dependent on for example :

· A successful IELTS result

· Receipt of references

· Sponsorship by a community

· Further clarification of practical arrangements’ and/or payment of fees 

3. A place on the waiting list

4. A place is not being offered.

The letter will be copied to any community/organisation that has been agreed to sponsor the applicant.

Advanced Entry to the BASP at Stage II or III
Applicants who have substantial practice experience in a Camphill Community or similar organisation may be considered for advanced entry to Stage II or III of the BASP. 

Criteria
1. A minimum of four years work experience within CSA or one of the associated Camphill Communities, or any similar organisation involved in the provision of care and/or education for children and adults.

2. Evidence of related study – The candidate will have normally successfully completed one of the following courses:

· the Camphill Seminar 
· the Youth Guidance Course

· the Kate Roth Seminar

· the Mental Health Seminar

· The Adult Communities Course

· Steiner Waldorf Teacher Training
· a social work, or similar training
1. Evidence of both understanding and application of social pedagogical concepts through involvement in supporting co-worker development, for example in the role of supervisor, support person, personal tutor or practice tutor.
Documentation

In order to meet the application requirements, the applicant should submit the following documents to the BASP Administrator at the University of Aberdeen by 1st February. 
1. A completed university application form

2. Copies of two references, one commenting on ability to study and write at this level  The second will be a practice based reference from the  supervisor/manager at their place of work commenting on their current/most recent practice and aptitude for working with individuals with complex needs. Please note that it is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure both references are sent to the BASP Administrator at Aberdeen University by the 1st February at the latest.
3.
A letter of sponsorship from CSA associated Camphill Community or any other relevant organisation supporting students on the BASP agreeing to provide the required resources in the community to support the student (including payment of fees).
4.
If such sponsorship is not available , the applicant is required to provide information in writing of how fees will be paid,  proposals for ensuring attendance at the teaching sessions for adequate study time and proposals for arranging the required practice experience throughout the programme and the 300 hours assessed practice time in each Stage of the BASP
5.
Applicants whose first language is not English will normally be required to submit evidence that they have successfully completed IELTS academic level 6 or equivalent (Appendix II).

All applicants will be interviewed normally either in person but in exceptional circumstances, by telephone.
Interviews will normally take place in the last two weeks of March and the decision regarding acceptance will be made at the April Admission Panel.  Applicants will be informed by the end of April. 

Appendix I

Entry at Stage I
The following Camphill Communities currently sponsor students entering at Stage I:

	Name
	Address

	Camphill  School Aberdeen
	Murtle Estate
Bieldside

Aberdeen, AB15 9EP

Contact:  Betty Porter

Telephone Number: 01224 867935
Email: b.porter@crss.org.uk


	Newton Dee Community

	Newton Dee 

Bieldside

Aberdeen, AB15 9DX

Contact:  Diane Smitton
Telephone Number: 01224 868701

Email: info@newtondee.org.uk


	Beannachar Community



	South Deeside Road


Banchory Devenick

Aberdeen, AB12 5YL 

Contact:  Elisabeth Phethean
Telephone Number: 01224 869250

Email: office@beannachar.org.uk


	Tigh A’Chomainn
	4 Craigton Crescent
Peterculter
Aberdeen, AB14 0SB 
Contact: Meg Swerling
Telephone Number: 01224732656
Email: tacoffice@gmail.com


	Ochil Tower School




	140 High Street

Auchterarder

Perthshire, PH3 1AD 

Contact:  Margaret Snellgrove

Telephone Number: 01764 662416 

Email: office@ochiltowerschool.org.uk

	Cairnlee House
	Cairnlee Estate
Cairnlee Road

Bieldside
Aberdeen, AB15 9BN 

Contact:  Stephanie Newbatt
Telephone Number: 01224 860382 

Email : s.newbatt@cairnlee.org.uk

	Loch Arthur Community
	Beeswing

Dumfries 

DG2 8JQ

Contact: Rike Witt
Telephone Number: 01387 760296
Email: admin@locharthur.org.uk 


	Simeon Care for the Elderly
	Cairnlee Road
Bieldside

Aberdeen, AB15 9BN

Contact: Judith Jones
Telephone Number: 01224 862415
Email: admin@simeoncare.org.uk



Appendix II            IELTS

IELTS, the International English Language Testing System, is designed to assess the language ability of candidates, who need to study or work where English is used as the language of communication.  IELTS tests are administered at accredited Test Centres throughout the world – there are currently more than 300 Centres, in over 120 countries.

IELTS covers all four language skills: Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking and is offered in two test formats – Academic and General Training.  All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking Modules and there is an option of either Academic or General Training Reading and Writing Modules.

Academic is suitable for candidates planning to undertake higher education study or who are seeking professional registration.

General Training is suitable for candidates planning to undertake non-academic training or work experience, or for immigration purposes.

IELTS is recognised by universities and employers in many countries, including Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, the UK and the USA.  It is also recognised by professional bodies, immigration authorities and other government agencies.

The IELTS test structure

All candidates must complete four Modules – Listening, Reading, Writing and speaking to obtain an IELTS Test Report Form.

Candidates are tested in Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking Modules.  There is a choice between Academic and General Training in the Reading and Writing Modules.



Total Test Time:
 2 hours 45 minutes

For further information, including costs, the location of test centres and sample test papers, please go to the following website: 
www.ielts.org 

General Training Reading


3 sections, 40 items


60 minutes





General Training Writing


2 tasks (150 and 250 words)


60 minutes





Academic Reading


3 sections, 40 items


60 minutes





Academic Writing


2 tasks (150 and 250 words)


60 minutes





Listening


4 sections, 40 items


30 minutes





Speaking


11 to 14 minutes
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