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Marine EcoSystems and 
Sustainability Conference.

Welcome to the University of Aberdeen and to the Marine EcoSystems and Sustainability (MESS) Conference.

This information pack will hopefully provide you with some useful information for your stay in Aberdeen, as well as for the conference.

Conference Location

The conference will be held in the Linklater rooms of the University of Aberdeen (no. 26 in the enclosed university map).
If you are staying at the Jurys Inn Hotel, coaches have been arranged (through Bains coaches) to pick you up from the hotel and drop you off at the University for the conference and a return trip each day at the following times:

Wed 9th Dec- Coach times:

Jurys Inn Hotel to University- pick up at 8am- pick up in front of Magnus House, Guild St
University to Jurys Inn Hotel- pick up at 6pm
Thurs 10th Dec- Coach times:

Jurys Inn Hotel to University- pick up at 8am- pick up in front of Magnus House, Guild St
University to Jurys Inn Hotel- pick up at 5pm
Fri 11 Dec- Coach times:

Jurys Inn Hotel to University- pick up at 8am- pick up in front of Magnus House, Guild St
University to Jurys Inn Hotel- pick up at 5.30pm
Social event- Thurs 10th Dec
The MESS conference social event will take place on the evening of the 10th Dec from 7pm onwards.  This will consist of a 3 course Christmas meal within Zeste cafe (no. 40 in the enclosed university map), followed by some live Cuban music!
Please join us from 7pm- 12am for this event, prices are £22.50pp.
If you are staying at the Jurys Inn Hotel, a coach (through Bains coaches) has been arranged to pick you up from the hotel and drop you off at the University for this social event, as well as a late bus return to the hotel:

Thurs 10th Dec- Social event- Coach times:

Jurys Inn Hotel to University- pick up at 7pm- pick up in front of Magnus House, Guild St
University to Jurys Inn Hotel- pick up at midnight!

Marine EcoSystems and Sustainability Conference Programme
Please remember presentations are 20MINS with 5MINS for questions!!

WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER
08.15-09.00 Registration and set up of talks
09.00-09.15 Conference welcome: Graham Pierce, University of Aberdeen.
FISHERIES: 

Chair person- Graham Pierce
09.15-09.40 Discards and bycatch issues in the ecosystem approach. 
J.M. Bellido, Instituto Español de Oceanografía
09.40-10.05 Ontogenetic allometry of the bluemouth, Helicolenus dactylopterus (Teleostei: Scorpaenidae), in the Northeast Atlantic and Mediterranean using Geometric Morphometrics. R Rodriguez, Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas. Eligible for student prize.
10.05-10.40 Coffee

DEEP-SEA ECOSYSTEMS: 

Chair person- Lee Hastie
10.40-11.05 Studies on Deep Sea Benthic Fishes using Baited Camera Landers: New Insights 500-10,000m depth. I.G.Priede, Oceanlab, University of Aberdeen.
11.05-11.30 Monitoring Ichthyofaunal changes arising from the development of a new oil and gas facility in the North Sea I.Martinez, Marine Laboratory, University of Aberdeen. Eligible for student prize.
11.30-11.55 Deep-sea benthic community response to a simulated sedimentation event in two contrasting sites. E. Gontikaki, Oceanlab, University of Aberdeen. Eligible for student prize.
11.55-12.20 How depth reception can affect the distributions of marine organisms. 
P. Fraser, University of Aberdeen.
12.20-14.00 Lunch
GENETICS IN MARINE ECOSYSTEMS: 

Chair person- Begoña Santos
14.00-14.25 Molecular marine biology in the post-genomics era.  S. Piertney, University of Aberdeen.

14.25-14.50 Genetic tools for the management of mussel (Mytilus) species in Scotland. 

J.P.Dias, Marine Laboratory, University of Aberdeen. Eligible for student prize.
14.50-15.15 Fine scale population structure of Bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) off Galicain waters, NW Spain.  R. Fernandez, University of Aberdeen.  Eligible for student prize.
15.15-16.00 Coffee

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT: 

Chair person- Vasilis Valavanis
16.00-16.25 Restoring sea fisheries: Integrating complex population structures, habitat dependencies, trophic realities and keystone species. Erzini K, University of Algarve.
16.25-16.50 A systematic review of commercial fishers’ attitudes, perception and beliefs regarding marine protected areas.  Pita C, University of Aberdeen. Eligible for student prize.
16.50-17.15 An ecosystem approach to aquaculture management. Whyte C, Edinburgh Napier University. Eligible for student prize.
THURSDAY 10TH DECEMBER

08.15-09.00 Registration and set up of talks

FISHERIES: 

Chair person- Joana Dias
09.00-09.25 Sustainable Exploitation of Temperate Fish Stocks.   Cook R, Marine Laboratory, University of Aberdeen.

09.25-09.50 What structures fish communities in the South Aegean: fishing or habitat?  K.Longo, University of Aberdeen. Eligible for student prize.
09.50-10.15 Shifting baselines and simple environmental indicators in Scottish fish stocks and fisheries: whiting in North Sea. Wang J, University of Aberdeen.
10.15-10.45 Coffee
MARINE ECOSYSTEMS: 

Chair person- Jesús Torres
10.45-11.10 Phytoplankton assemblages in a productive Mediterranean coastal wetland: Kalloni solar saltworks, Greece. Koutsoubos D, University of the Aegean.

11.10-11.35 Bioavailability of dissolved organic matter in marine waters. Lønborg C. Scottish Association for Marine Science and Insituto de Investigacións Mariñas. Eligible for student prize.

11.35-12.00 Molecular Biology of the pathosystem between the brown algal host Ectocarpus siliculosus and the oomycete Eurychasma dicksonii. Strittmatter M, Scottish Association for Marine Science. Eligible for student prize.

12.00-13.30 Lunch
NEW TECHNIQUES: 

Chair person- Alejandro Gallego
13.30-13.55 A Geographical Information System for 4D Marine Datasets. Fernandes R, Hellenic Center for Marine Research. Eligible for student prize.
13.55-14.20 Applications of neural network technology and remote sensing in Oceanography. Torres-Palenzuela,J,  University of Vigo.
14.20-14.45 Immunodetection in marine field. Gonzalez-Fernandez A, University of Vigo.
14.45-15.10 Harmful algal events in the Galician Rias (NW Spain). Spyrakos E, University of Vigo. Eligible for student prize.
15.10-15.45 Coffee
CLIMATE CHANGE AND MARINE ECOSYSTEMS:

Chair person- Ruth Fernandez
15.45-16.10 Integrating marine mammal populations and rates of prey consumption in models and forecasts of climate change-ecosystem change in the North Atlantic Ocean. Santos M.B, Instituto Español de Oceanografía

16.10-16.35 Cetaceans and climate change in northwest Europe: What, where, why, when?  MacLeod C.D, University of Aberdeen.
19.00- LATE! MESS conference social event at Zeste cafe!

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER

08.15-09.00 Registration and set up of talks

AQUACULTURE: 

Chair person- Drosos Koutsoubas
09.00-09.25 Sustainable aquaculture development. Mente E, University of Thessaly.
09.25-09.50 Can advances in fish immunology help improve the health of fish in aquaculture? Secombes C, University of Aberdeen.

ENVIRONMENTAL DRIVERS OF MARINE ECOSYSTEMS: 

Chair person- Katie Longo
09.50-10.15 Environmental drivers of the anchovy/ sardine complex in the Eastern Mediterranean. Katara I, University of Aberdeen. Eligible for student prize.
10.15-10.45 Coffee

10.45-11.10 Assessment of the deep water trawl fishery off the Balearic Islands (western Mediterranean): from single to multi-species approach. Guijarro, B, Instituto Español de Oceanografía and Hellenic Centre for Marine Research. Eligible for student prize.
11.10-11.35 Marine mammal distribution in Galician waters in relation to environmental variables and fishing activity. Martínez, G, Instituto Español de Oceanografía.
11.35-12.00 Assessing Octopus vulgaris distribution using Maximum Entropy model. Hermosilla, C, University of Vigo. Eligible for student prize.
12.00-13.30 Lunch
MARINE MAMMAL ECOLOGY AND FISHERIES INTERACTIONS:

Chair person- Iñigo Martinez
13.30-13.55 Diet of Mediterranean monk seals (Monachus monachus). G. Hernandez-milian, University of Aberdeen.

13.55-14.20 Ecology of striped dolphins in the Northwestern Mediterranean Sea: insights from feeding ecology to habitat use. A. Meissner, University of Aberdeen.  Eligible for student prize.

14.20-14.45 Trends in bycatch rates of cetaceans in the north-west Iberian Peninsula between 1999-2008. Read F, Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas & Instituto Español de Oceanografía. Eligible for student prize.
14.45-15.10 Interactions of sperm whales (Physeter macrocephalus) and bottom-set longlines for toothfish in the High Seas of the Southwest Atlantic. Goetz S, Instituto Español de Oceanografía. Eligible for student prize.
15.10-15.45 Coffee

15.45-16.10 Understanding the coupling between small pelagic fishes and marine top predator using ecosystem-based surveys. Certain G, Norwegian Institute for Nature Research.
16.10-17.00 Conference closing and announcement of student prizes: Graham Pierce, University of Aberdeen.
