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· Economy and Education Issues: Tenant Farming Law;  Review of Business–University Collaboration (Wilson - UK);  Consultation on support for college students;  “Choice Cuts”: Report on provision of full-time undergraduate degree courses;  Open Lectures – an opportunity for University staff and students to engage with Westminster.
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· Health and Wellbeing: Diabetes Treatment for under 18s.
· Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs: Scottish Parliament Meetings / Events; UK Parliament Meetings / Events.
· People & New Appointments: Susan Bree, Chief Executive, Aberdeen Business Improvement District
· Looking Ahead: Scottish Parliament Events.
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Regional Issues

Arts Across Learning Festival: 

A four-week arts festival that will offer a menu of more than 200 free creative events to Aberdeen schools commences across Aberdeen on 27 February.  The Arts Across Learning Festival, organised by the Arts Education team of Aberdeen City Council, aims to promote learning partnerships between nursery and primary school aged pupils, teachers and professional arts and cultural bodies. Venues across the city including the University’s New Library, the Gordon Highlanders Museum and the David Welch Winter Gardens will host leading creators of work for children and young people. Cultural providers around the UK will appear alongside some of Scotland's finest, such as Scottish Opera, author Matthew Fitt and Shona Reppe Puppets. The festival which is now in its 13th year has been cited as an example of best practice in the Scottish Government's Action Plan for Education and the Arts, Culture and Creativity.

Each year funding is sought for the festival to continue and this year the festival is supported by a Vibrant Aberdeen Cultural Grant and the Live Literature Fund, administered through the Scottish Book Trust and funded by Creative Scotland.

Roll Capping Measures for Aberdeen Schools:

On 23 February, Aberdeen City Council’s Education, Culture and Sport Committee approved roll capping measures for the school session 2012/13. Currently certain secondary schools are roll capped and a decision is taken annually to limit pupil numbers where there is a risk that capacity could be exceeded.

S1 limit for session 2012/13 will be applied to the following secondary schools: Aberdeen Grammar School – 180; Bucksburn Academy – 120; Cults Academy – 180; Harlaw Academy – 180. Reserved spaces will be introduced in the following secondary schools in session 2012/13: Aberdeen Grammar School – 6 reserved spaces; Bucksburn Academy – 4 reserved spaces; Cults Academy – 10 reserved spaces; Harlaw Academy – 4 reserved spaces. These numbers will be reviewed on an annual basis.

Decisions on whether to cap primary schools in deprived areas – where the City Council has decided to reduce P1 class sizes to a maximum of 18 – will be determined by each school's ability to accommodate the increase in the number of classes. Some schools may need to reserve places for pupils who move in-zone during the school year. Historically only a small number of primary schools have ever had to be capped – but today's decision to cap some schools has been taken where it is not possible to create additional classes within the school building. 
The 10 primary school potentially affected are: Bramble Brae; Heathryburn; Kittybrewster; Manor Park; Riverbank; St Peter's RC; Seaton; Tullos; Walker Road; Woodside.

Some staff may be employed on a fixed-term basis until pupil figures are confirmed at the start of the new session.
Aberdeen City Council - revenue budget and capital programme 2012/13: On 9 February the Council approved its revenue budget and capital programme for 2012/13.

The spend of £459m will include: £171.8m on education, culture and sport; £118.8m on social care and wellbeing; £38.7m on housing and environment; £52m on enterprise, planning and infrastructure; and £27.8m on corporate governance.

The budget's non-housing capital programme for 2012/13 will be £32m of investment - including the provision of £771,000 for the Raeden Centre; £871,000 for the refurbishment and repair of Tullos Swimming Pool; £1.27m for the establishment of homeless accommodation at Victoria House; £912,000 for Marchburn House; £1m for Broadband improvements across the city; and £400,000 for Scotland's first-ever Hydrogen Bus pilot project.

Other elements of budget: £1m identified for Devolved Education Management (available to headteachers); £50,000 for community events re Queen's Diamond Jubilee (Common Good Fund budget).

The City Council will make budget savings of almost £2.6m to present a balanced budget in the coming financial year. Council Tax levels were frozen at current rates in 2012/13; Band D average council tax rate will remain at £1,230.39, excluding water charges.

Aberdeen City Council  - Meetings Noted from 13 February to 1 January to 2 March: 

	Date (2012)
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	15 February 
	Zero Waste Management Sub Committee
	Items for discussion include Waste Collection and Treatment Options Appraisal Report; report and full agenda available can be accessed here(

	16 February 
	Development Management Sub Committee
	Agenda and Planning Applications can be accessed here(

	16 February
	Local Licensing Forum
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	20 February
	Older People's Advisory Group
	No papers published for this meeting.

	21 February
	Licensing Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	23 February
	Education, Culture & Sport Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	23 February
	Development Management Sub Cttee (Visits)
	Agenda can be accessed hare(

	28 February
	Audit and Risk Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(
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Regional Issues continued
Aberdeenshire Council Budget 2012/13:  On 9 February Aberdeenshire Council set its budget for 2012/13 and agreed revenue budgets through to 2016/17 on a provisional basis. In agreeing the £548 million budget, councillors agreed a series of Scottish Government policy initiatives including a council tax freeze for 2012/13, maintaining police and teacher numbers, a contribution to Change Funds and a re-profiling of capital funding.

Other elements: £300,000 will be invested to establish a homelessness prevention team to focus specifically on reducing homeless presentations and the council’s use of bed and breakfast; £900,000 will be invested to support a joint project between Education and Social Work to increase the council’s capacity to support children with complex needs to stay in Aberdeenshire, rather than move out of authority to less appropriate, or often more expensive arrangements; and £1million will be invested in road maintenance and a further £1million into the council’s repairs and maintenance programme, to focus on a smaller number of buildings and enhanced customer service by the provision of modern, flexible working environments.

A proposal by the Council’s Demographic Independent Group to invest surplus funding in wind turbines on council land and photovoltaic systems on council buildings was not supported.

Aberdeenshire Council  - Meetings Noted from 14 February to 28 February: 

	Date (2012)
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	14 February
	Marr Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	14 February
	Banff & Buchan Area Committee
	-

	16 February
	Social Work & Housing Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	20 February
	Local Review Board
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	21 February
	Garioch Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	21 February
	Buchan Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	23 February
	Policy & Resources Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	24 February
	Local Review Board
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	28 February
	Kincardine & Mearns Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	28 February
	Formartine Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(


Arts, Culture and Sport

Aberdeen Jazz Festival 2012:  

The 2012 Aberdeen Jazz Festival (14 - 18 March) has officially been launched and hosts a programme that includes a wide range of music with over 20 performances covering most styles of jazz.  Major international stars will appear alongside acclaimed Scottish talent in concerts at the Blue Lamp, the Carmelite Hotel and the Lemon Tree. There will also be a special free event in and around The Green in Aberdeen’s Merchant Quarter.

The Aberdeen Jazz Festival is presented by Jazz Scotland in association with Aberdeen International Youth Festival and is supported by Creative Scotland, Aberdeen City Council and Nexen Petroleum UK. The performances by Trio Elf and Skadne Krek are made possible by support from Aberdeen City Councils International Twinning Budget.

Economy and Education Issues

Tenant Farming Law:  The Scottish Parliament Rural Affairs, Climate Change & Environment Committee Rural Affairs Committee has opined that urgent attention is required to address challenges facing the tenant farming community in Scotland – in its report published on 24 February. The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee – 3rd Report, 2012 (Session 4): Stage 1 Report on the Agricultural Holdings (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill can be accessed here(.
Review of Business–University Collaboration (Wilson - UK): /
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Economy and Education Issues continued
Review of Business–University Collaboration (Wilson - UK): 

A report published on 28 February calls for universities to be at the heart of the economy to promote growth in the UK and improve the employability of our graduates.  The former vice-chancellor of the University of Hertfordshire and HEFCE board member Professor Sir Tim Wilson was asked by the UK Government to undertake a review into how universities work with business to ensure graduate skills and employability meet the needs of business, and to maximise the university sector’s capabilities in business-led research and innovation. His report makes a series of recommendations for universities, business and the Government. 

The report’s recommendations aim to: 

· Produce graduates with knowledge and skills – specialist and generic – relevant to their future careers, and provide opportunities for students to integrate work and enterprise experience and study.

· Ensure there is a constant interchange of research, ideas and people between academe and business to sustain world class research within our universities.

· Embed a culture of pursuing the application of university based research excellence, optimising the use of government support in research, innovation and development.

· Create economic growth through partnership with Local Enterprise Partnerships and government agencies, leveraging each university’s capabilities to support UK companies and to attract inward investment.

· Build collaboration between universities, businesses and government agencies to identify areas of future knowledge and capability creation and identify where partners’ research investment should be made.

The Government will formally respond to the review recommendations in due course.

Sir Tim Wilson’s review can be accessed here(


Consultation on support for college students:  The First Minister, Alex Salmond, announced on 24 February that the National Union of Students Scotland will join discussions on how distribution of the Scottish Government’s £95.5 million support package for college students might be improved. The First Minister confirmed that student representatives, the Scottish Government and Scottish Funding Council would sit down and examine collectively how the 2012-13 allocation for student support could be distributed better across Scotland. The FM stated that the Scottish Government is maintaining resources for colleges and student support, despite significant cuts to Scotland’s block grant of £3.3 billion over the spending review period. 
“Choice Cuts”: Report on provision of full-time undergraduate degree courses:

On 23 February 2012 the University and College Union (UCU) published “Choice Cuts”, a report on the provision of full-time undergraduate degree courses in the UK, and in particular a sample of principal, or single subject, degree courses in the UK between 2006 and 2012. The number of full-time undergraduate courses on offer at UK universities has fallen by more than a quarter (27%) since 2006, according to the UCU reporthed by UCU.
The report recorded a 27% drop in the number of degree courses on offer in the UK in the last six years. However, the number of courses on offer in Scotland has only fallen by 3% in the last six years. The number of students in Scotland has remained steady and an increase in applications has led to most courses being full. 

The report analysed data from the universities admission service, UCAS, to determine which areas of the UK have been hit hardest in course reduction, with large disparities emerging between regions and each of the home nations. 

The worst reduction in the number of undergraduate courses (31%) occurred in England* where students are now expected to pay fees of up to £9,000 a year. The union expressed concerns that charging students from the rest of the UK similar fees risks introducing a market in Scotland and the problems that appear to have damaged the range of courses on offer in England.

As well as looking at the overall number of courses available, the report analysed the provision of principal, or single subject, degree courses in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM subjects), arts and humanities, and social sciences. 
Key findings from the report include: /
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Key findings from the report include:

· A 27% drop in the number of undergraduate courses available in the UK in 2012 compared to 2006

· Scotland (3%) has the lowest level of course cutting. The biggest decline is in England (31%). Wales has seen an 11% reduction and Northern Ireland a 24% cut

· Single subject STEM courses down 15% and arts and humanities down 14%

The report also features commentary from four leading academics: Sir Richard Roberts, chief scientific officer at the New England Biolabs and Nobel Laureate for medicine or physiology;  James Ladyman, professor of philosophy and head of the department of philosophy at the University of Bristol; Donald Braben, honorary professor in life sciences at University College London (UCL); and Philip Schofield, professor of the history of legal and political thought and director of the Bentham Project at University College London (UCL)
The report, Choice cuts, can be accessed here( 



Open Lectures – an opportunity for University staff and students to engage with Westminster:  
On 9 February, the Houses of Parliament’s Outreach Service launched Open Lectures, a series of events that form part of a new package of services aimed at universities. The lectures will be delivered at Westminster by senior figures from within Parliament, covering a wide variety of subjects about Parliament and its work. They are aimed specifically at staff and students from universities across the UK and are free to attend. The first Open Lecture took place on 9 March in the Houses of Parliament, and featured Andrew Kennon, Clerk of Committees, speaking on 'Select Committees and the Commons: recent developments'.

Access full information on this lecture series here(


Energy and the Environment
Fuel Poverty Report Published: The Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy & Tourism Committee has recommended a ‘one-stop shop’ approach to tackling fuel poverty. The report proposes the use of trusted intermediaries to provide information on access to energy efficiency and energy saving schemes, instead of the multiple agency approach currently taken. The committee believes that use of such intermediaries would go some way to eradicate fuel poverty which it calls the ‘blight on our society’.

Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee – 1st Report, 2012 (Session 4): Fuel Poverty - summary of evidence taken and initial conclusions and recommendations – can be accessed here(.

Associated Media Release can be accessed here(.
Health and Wellbeing

Diabetes Treatment for under 18s:  The Scottish Government announced on 27 February that all eligible under 18s with type 1 diabetes will now have access to life-changing insulin pumps - devices programmed to administer the correct amount of insulin required (removing need for insulin injections).  Funding of at least £1 million will be provided to NHS Boards to help them deliver pumps to under 18s who need them, as well as tripling the amount of pumps available to all Scots.  The Health Secretary, Nicola Sturgeon, stated that - "By the end of March 2013, this treatment will be made available to the 480 children and teens struggling with type 1 diabetes who could benefit from it. Over the next three years, NHS Boards will also increase the number of insulin pumps available to all Scots to 2,000, tripling the current amount.”

Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs /
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Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs 
Scotland 
Scottish Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 27 February and 2 March:
	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	16 Jan  – 23 March
	Design and Democracy Exhibition 
	08:00 to 17:00, Garden Lobby 

	27 March – 2 March 


	Haemophilia Scotland Exhibition


	Located in Members' Lobby; exhibition is an opportunity to update MSPs / policy makers on work that Haemophilia Scotland is undertaking on behalf of people with haemophilia, other related bleeding disorders and their carers. (Sponsor: Richard Lyle MSP)  



	27 March – 2 March 


	Re-Capture - Eating Disorder Awareness Week Exhibition


	Located in Garden Lobby; as part of Eating Disorders Awareness Week 2012, Re-Capture, with help from Young Scot have organised a national photography competition and exhibition, asking young people with personal or close experience of eating disorders to take a single photograph of what recovery means to them. (Sponsor: Christina McKelvie MSP)


	28 February
	Maritime Policy Proposed Cross-Party Group 
	7:00 to 18:00, Q1.03 

	28 February
	Poland Cross-Party Group
	18:00 to 20:00, Committee Room 5 

	28 February
	Drugs and Alcohol Misuse Cross-Party Group 
	17:30 to 19:30, Committee Room 4 

	28 February
	Industrial Communities Cross-Party Group 
	17:30 to 19:30, TG20/21 

	28 February
	Armed Forces Veterans Cross-Party Group 
	18:00 to 20:00, Committee Room 5 

	28 February
	Arthritis and Musculoskeletal Conditions Proposed Cross-Party Group Meeting 
	19:00 to 20:30, Committee Room 2 

	29 February
	DEBATING CHAMBER
	Parliamentary Bureau Motions; Ministerial Statement: Post-16 Reform; Scottish Government Debate -Human Trafficking; Business Motion; Parliamentary Bureau Motions; Decision Time; Members’ Business – S4M-01654 Iain Gray: Protecting Access to Justice across Scotland.


	28 February
	Health and Sport Committee


	Business:   PIP silicone breast implants: The Committee will take evidence from - Alison Smith, Chairperson, Scottish Independent Hospitals Association; Miriam Watts, Director of Nursing, Spire Murrayfield Hospital; Bruce High, Director of Nursing, Nuffield Health, Glasgow Hospital; Pat Dunion, Chief Operating Officer, Transform Cosmetic Surgery Group; and then from — Nicola Sturgeon, Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy, Sir Harry Burns, Chief Medical Officer, Dr Sara Davies, Consultant in Public Health Medicine, and James White, Policy Officer, Scottish Government.

Proposed Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Bill (in private): Committee will consider its approach to the scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1.

Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill (in private): Committee will consider a revised draft Stage 1 report.



	28 February
	Justice Committee


	Business:   Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill: Cttee will take evidence on the Bill at Stage 1 from - Chief Constable Kevin Smith, President, Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland; Chief Superintendent David O'Connor, President, Association of Scottish Police Superintendents; Deputy Chief Constable Gordon Meldrum, Director General, Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency; Andrea Quinn, Chief Executive Officer, Scottish Police Services Authority; and then from - Deputy Chief Constable Andrew Barker, Scottish Chief Police Officers Staff Association; Calum Steele, General Secretary, Scottish Police Federation; Dave Watson, Scottish Organiser (Bargaining and Campaigns), Unison Scotland.

Criminal Cases (Punishment and Review) (Scotland) Bill: Cttee will consider the main themes arising from the evidence received on Part 1 of the Bill at Stage 1 in order to inform the drafting of its report.



	28 February
	Scottish Commission for Public Audit


	Commission will consider a paper on the corporate governance of Audit Scotland.


	28 February
	Standards, Procedures & Public Appointments Committee


	Business: Cttee will consider applications for recognition from four Cross-Party Groups; Budget process; Hybrid bills process;  Public Standards Commissioner for Scotland - Cttee will consider draft revised directions to the Public Standards Commissioner for Scotland. 



	28 February /
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Scottish Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 27 February and 2 March:
	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	28 February
	Subordinate Legislation Committee
	Cttee will consider: Evidence in Civil Partnership and Divorce Actions (Scotland) Order 2012; Community Care (Personal Care and Nursing Care) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012; Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Amendment Rules 2012 (SSI 2012/26); Bus Service Operators Grant (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/33); Public Service Vehicles (Registration of Local Services) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/32); Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 (Consequential Provisions) Order 2012 (SSI 2012/38); Police Grant and Variation (Scotland) Order 2012 (SSI 2012/49); Sexual Offences Act 2003 (Prescribed Police Stations) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/50); Water Services Charges (Billing and Collection) (Scotland) Order 2012 (SSI 2012/53); Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 (Commencement No. 6, Transitional and Savings Provisions) Order 2012 (SSI 2012/39); Scottish Social Housing Charter; An order under Section 9 of UK Public Bodies Act 2011; Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill - approach to scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1. 



	29 February
	Exploring Scotland’s Past


	Event in Cttee Room 3: Exploring Scotland’s Past will celebrate how the past can be used as a tool to empower. Supported by Historic Scotland with illustrated talks from Archaeology Scotland, Plantlife Scotland and National Trust for Scotland including active voluntary society, managing for twinflower and Scottish battlefields. (Sponsor: Claire Baker MSP)



	29 February
	Organ Donation in Scotland


	Located in Cttee Room 3, this event will discuss organ donation in Scotland and consider options for increasing donation rates in the future. (Sponsor: Richard Simpson MSP)



	29 February
	Haemophilia Scotland Reception


	Location: Garden Lobby



	29 February
	Digital STV – The Future


	Located in Cttee Room 1, event is an opportunity for STV to update MSPs on their success to date in their endeavour to become Scotland’s leading multi-platform digital media business; and also their plans for the future as they evolve from a commercial public service broadcaster to be a leading digital innovator. (Sponsor: Linda Fabiani MSP)



	29 February
	Digital STV – The Future


	Located in Cttee Room 1, event is an opportunity for STV to update MSPs on their success to date in their endeavour to become Scotland’s leading multi-platform digital media business; and also their plans for the future as they evolve from a commercial public service broadcaster to be a leading digital innovator. (Sponsor: Linda Fabiani MSP)



	29 February
	Semta – Scotland Regional Dinner


	Semta – Scotland Regional Dinner

Location: Members' Restaurant - Sector Skills Council, Semta, addresses the skills needs of science engineering and manufacturing by providing expertise to improve performance and growth. From training needs diagnostics, to quality programmes, apprenticeships and access to funding and training providers, Semta supports all sizes of organisation to get the best return on training investment. (Sponsor: John Park MSP)



	29 February
	Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee


	Business:   Ministerial plans and priorities on youth employment – Cttee will take evidence from - Angela Constance, Minister for Youth Employment, and Hugh McAloon, Head of Youth Employment and Skills, Scottish Government;  Enterprise areas: Cttee will take evidence from - John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth, Karl Reilly, Social Policy Adviser, Enterprise and Tourism, and Peter Ford, Team Leader, Enterprise Coordination and Partnership, Scottish Government; Taking business in private - Cttee will decide whether consideration of its approach to its inquiry into the Scottish Government's renewable energy targets should be taken in private at future meetings; Land Registration etc. (Scotland) Bill (in private) – Cttee will consider a draft Stage 1 report. 



	29 February
	Finance Committee


	Business:   UK Budget: Institute for Fiscal Studies – Cttee will take evidence from - Paul Johnson, Director, Institute for Fiscal Studies; Budget 2012-13 -preventative spending - Cttee will take evidence on the Scottish Government's response to Cttee’s Report on the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13 from - Angela Cullen, Assistant Director, Audit Scotland; Ron Culley, Team Leader Health & Social Care, Convention of Scottish Local Authorities; David Dorward, Honorary Treasurer, Society of Local Authority Chief Executives (Scotland); John Downie, Director of Public Affairs, Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations; Dr Laurence Gruer, Director of Public Health Science, NHS Health Scotland; Mark McAteer, Chair, Improvement Service. 



	29 February /
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Scottish Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 27 February and 2 March:
	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	29 February
	Public Audit Committee


	Business:   Section 23 report - Cardiology services - Cttee will take evidence on the Auditor General for Scotland's report entitled "Cardiology services" from - Robert Black, Auditor General for Scotland; Angela Canning, Assistant Director, and Jillian Matthew, Project Manager, Performance Audit Group, Audit Scotland;  Major Capital Projects - Cttee will consider an update from the Permanent Secretary on the Scottish Government's progress towards delivering the Committee's recommendations in its 2009 report entitled "Major Capital Projects";  Section 23 report - Reducing greenhouse gas emissions - Cttee will consider correspondence from the Scottish Government and additional information from Audit Scotland on the Auditor General for Scotland's report entitled "Reducing greenhouse gas emissions"; Section 23 report - Overview of the NHS in Scotland's performance 2010/11 - Cttee will consider correspondence from the Scottish Government and additional information from Audit Scotland on the Auditor General for Scotland's report entitled "Overview of the NHS in Scotland's performance 2010/11".



	29 February
	Rural Affairs, Climate Change & Environment Committee


	Business: Long Leases (Scotland) Bill - Cttee will take evidence from - Andy Wightman, independent researcher; and then from - Andrew Ferguson, President, Society of Local Authority Lawyers and Administrators in Scotland (SOLAR); Andy Young, Head of Asset Management, City of Glasgow Council; Iain Strachan, Legal and Administrative Services, and Bill Miller, City Development Department, City of Edinburgh Council; John Gahagan, Estates Manager, Aberdeenshire Council;  Subordinate legislation – Cttee will consider the the Potatoes Originating in Egypt (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2012 SSI/2012/37.


	1 March
	DEBATING CHAMBER
	Parliamentary Bureau Motions; Scottish Government Debate: Climate Justice; General Question Time; First Minister’s Question Time; Themed Question Time - Infrastructure and Capital Investment – and - Culture and External Affairs; Local Government and Regeneration Committee Debate: Living Wage in Scotland; Parliamentary Bureau Motions; Decision Time; Members’ Business – S4M-01745 Sandra White: BBC Scotland Job Cuts. 


	1 March
	Children & Young People Cross-Party Group 
	12:30 to 14:00, Committee Room 4 

	1 March
	Recovery Happens


	Grampian Family Support Forum members have been affected by substance misuse within their families. Located in Cttee Room 1, this event will highlight how important family support is in recovery and how the experience of recovering addicts and their family members could be used to better effect. (Sponsor: Nanette Milne MSP)




United Kingdom 
UK Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 24 February and 2 March:

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	24 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Public Accounts 


	Publication of Report: Oversight of special education for young people aged 16-25 HC1636: Seventieth Report of Session 2010-12



	24 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Environment, Food & Rural Affairs


	Publication of Report: EU proposals for reform of the Common Fisheries

Policy HC 1563: Twelfth Report of Session 2010-12




Oral Questions - Education, including Topical Questions


Debate - Estimates Day [4th allotted day] - (i) Funding for the Olympics and Paralympics [HC 689] (ii) Forensic Science Service [HC 855]


Adjournment - Government guidance on retention of the printed photo ID market - Sir Paul Beresford

	

	27 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Scottish Affairs 


	The Referendum on Separation for Scotland - Oral Evidence Session Alan Page, Professor of Public Law, University of Dundee, Stephen Tierney, Professor of Constitutional Theory, School of Law, University of Edinburgh and Aidan O’Neill QC (Venue – Court Room, The Merchants Hall, Edinburgh)
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UK Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 24 February and 2 March:

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	28 February
	Commons Select Cttee: International Development


	TAX IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES: INCREASING RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT. Oral Evidence Session - ActionAid, Christian Aid and Centre for Trade Policy and Development (Zambia) IDS and LSE




Oral Questions - Foreign and Commonwealth Office, including Topical Questions

Ten Minute Rule Motion Eradication of Slavery (UK Company Supply Chains) - Fiona Mactaggart


Debate - Estimates Day [5th allotted day] – (i) Transport and the economy [HC 473, HC 962] (ii) Preparations for the Rio Plus Summit [HC 1026, HC 1737] At 10pm the House will be asked to agree all outstanding estimates


Adjournment - Supermarkets and public land in Scotland - Michael McCann

	

	28 February
	Lords Chamber
	Legislation - Scotland Bill - Committee of the whole House (Day 3) - Lord Wallace of Tankerness



	28 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Justice 


	Post-legislative scrutiny of the Freedom of Information Act 2000:  Oral Evidence Session - Universities UK, The Russell Group and the 1994 Group; Mar t in Rosenbaum, BBC News, Doug W i l l s , Evening Standard, David Higgerson, Trinity Mirror Regionals, and David Hencke, National Union of Journalists.



	28 February
	Lords Select Cttee:Science and Technology: Sub-Committee I 


	Subject: Higher Education in STEM Subjects
Witness(es): (at 10.40am) Colin Smith, Director of Engineering and Technology, Rolls-Royce; Dr Malcolm Skingle, Director of Academic Liaison, GlaxoSmithKline; Stephen Uden, Head of Skills & Economic Affairs, Microsoft Ltd; Dr Paul Beasley, Head of Strategic Development, Siemens; and (at 11.30am) Dr Julian Braybrook, Head of Strategy, Measurement Research, LGC; and Prof Chris Wise, Founder of Expedition Engineering; and Steven White, Director of Human Resources, Vectura.



	28 February
	Lords Select Cttee: Science and Technology 


	Subject: Science and Heritage: Follow-up

Witness(es): (at 2.10pm) Professor Rick Rylance, Chief Executive of the AHRC and the current Chair of RCUK (representing the AHRC, ESRC and NERC); Atti Emecz, EPSRC Director of Communications, Information and Strategy (attending on behalf of EPSRC); and (at 3.05pm) Professor May Cassar, Director, AHRC/EPSRC Science and Heritage Programme.



Business


Oral Questions - Wales


Prime Minister's Question Time


Ten Minute Rule Motion - Financial institutions (Reform) - Steve Baker


Legislation - Water Industry (Financial Assistance) Bill - Second reading


Adjournment - Safety of private hire and Hackney carriage drivers and passengers - Richard Fuller


Legislation - Public Bodies (Sustainable Food) Bill - Second reading - Joan Walley

	

	29 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Education


	Ofsted Annual Report: Oral Evidence Session - S ir Michael Wilshaw, HM Chief Inspector, Ofsted



	29 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Environment, Food & Rural Affairs


	Natural Environment White Paper: Oral Evidence Session - Rt Hon Oliver Letwin MP, Minister of State, Cabinet Office, and Chloe Smi t h MP, Economic Secretary to the Treasury.



	29 February
	Commons Select Cttee: Environmental Audit


	Protecting the Arctic: Oral Evidence Session - WWF-UK; and Client Earth



	29 February /
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UK Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 24 February and 2 March:

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals


Oral Questions - Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, including Topical Questions, Church Commissioners, Public Accounts Commission and the Speaker’s Committee on the Electoral Commission


Backbench Business - (i) Motion relating to CPI/RPI pensions uprating (ii) General debate on Welsh Affairs

Adjournment - Treatment of the Hazara people in Quetta, Pakistan - Alan Johnson

	


Legislation - House of Lords Reform Bill [HL] - Third reading - Lord Steel of Aikwood

	

	1 March


	Commons Select Cttee: Business, Innovation & Skills


	Apprenticeships: Oral Evidence Session - Denis A Hird, Chief Executive, JTL Training; Alex Jackman, Senior Policy Officer, Forum o f

Private Business; Graham Hoyle, Chief Executive, Association of Employment and Learning Provider s




People & New Appointments
Susan Bree, Chief Executive, Aberdeen Business Improvement District (BID):

It was announced on 27 February that the Aberdeen Business Improvement District (BID) company had appointed a new chief executive. Susan Bree will take over from interim chief executive Heather Farquhar, who had been seconded to the post from Aberdeen City Council, on March 7. Mrs Bree joins the Aberdeen BID from Dunfermline, where she has been chief executive of the city's BID company, Dunfermline Delivers, since 2009. She was previously the chief executive of Dunfermline's town centre management company and led the team that secured a successful yes vote in the ballot of city centre's businesses to establish Dunfermline's BID, one of the first independent BIDs in Scotland.

Under Mrs Bree's leadership Dunfermline Delivers has diversified its retail mix and attracted new businesses to the High Street, outperforming national statistics for vacant retail space. She has also overseen the development of a commercially driven portfolio of visitor events and secured significant additional funding for the BID company through private sponsors, events and media partnerships. 

Looking Ahead: /

University of Aberdeen Public Affairs Monitoring Report (27.2.12)
Looking Ahead:

Scottish Parliament Events
History of the Scotch whisky industry: An exhibition exploring the history of the Scotch Whisky industry will open at the Scottish Parliament in November.  'Scotch Whisky: From Grain to Glass' is part of a number of events planned by the Scotch Whisky Association to celebrate its centenary year.

Commonwealth Day celebrations:  Annie Lennox OBE will speak at the Scottish Parliament as part of Commonwealth Day events on Wednesday 14 March. 

Scottish and UK Parliaments – Meetings / Events Noted:

7 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Sport

7 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Learning Disability
7 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Disability
8 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Video Games Technology
9 March 
Scottish Parliament - Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill; Stage 1 to be completed

10 March 
Scottish Parliament Event- CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL WOMENS' DAY
14 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Psoriasis and Psoriatic Arthritis

14 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Housing

15 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Golf

16 March 
Scottish Parliament - National Library of Scotland Bill; Stage 1 to be completed 

20 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Dyslexia

21 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - M.E.

27 March
House of Commons – Easter Recess, House rises

28 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - China
28 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Funerals and Bereavement
29 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Health Inequalities

30 March
Scottish Parliament - Criminal Cases (Punishment and Review) (Scotland) Bill; Stage 1 to be completed 

31 March
Scottish Parliament Recess commences

ENDS
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