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Regional Issues

Cities Outlook 2012:  Centre for Cities, the ‘Independent, non partisan research and policy institute committed to improving the economic performance of UK cities’ published its fifth Cities Outlook in January. Cities Outlook 2012, an authoritative economic index of the 64 largest cities and towns in the UK, identified Aberdeen as one of five cities best placed to aid the UK's economic recovery; alongside Aberdeen it lists Cambridge, Edinburgh, London and Milton Keynes. The report identifies those cities that are vulnerable to further economic stagnation and the cities, including Aberdeen, where vital signs of economic growth are likely to be evident. It recognised Aberdeen's ability to drive economic recovery on the bases of its high number of business start ups and larger pool of highly skilled residents. The report’s findings reveal that in 2010 Aberdeen was the only city in the UK to have more businesses launching than closing following an increase in business start-ups from 37 per 10,000 in 2009 to 47.7 per 10,000 in 2010.  Aberdeen also claims one of the highest number of residents educated to degree level with 43.5% of the working age population having obtained some form of degree qualification.

Statistics relevant to Aberdeen can be accessed here(
The full Cities Outlook 2012 report can be accessed here(


City Garden Project (Union Terrace Gardens): On 25 January, at a special meeting of Aberdeen City Council, elected members agreed to progress the City Garden Project for Union Terrace Gardens – subject to a "yes" vote in the public referendum to be held in March. Council Leader, Cllr Callum McCaig, emphasised that the project would not proceed if the public vote against the project when the referendum result is announced on 2 March.  The meeting saw a majority vote in favour of measures designed to ensure the gardens scheme can go ahead without delay if the public endorses the scheme.

Voting packs sent to the electorate will each include unique codes which can be used to access the vote through a dedicated phone line or website. The third option for voting will be by postal ballot.
Full details of the agreed actions, parameters, and restrictions can be accessed here(
Aberdeen City Council  - Meetings Noted from W/b 31 January to 10 February: 

	Date (2011)
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	31 January
	Enterprise, Planning & Infrastructure Committee
	See below & Access Agenda here(

	1 February
	Disability Advisory Group
	Access Agenda here(

	2 February
	Lord Provost Sub Committee
	Access Agenda here(

	2 February
	Social Care & Wellbeing Committee
	Access Agenda here(

	7 February
	Licensing Board
	Access Agenda here(

	2 February
	Council Budget
	Inc Common Good Fund. Access Agenda here(


ACC Enterprise, Planning & Infrastructure Committee

The following Reports were submitted to the Cttee under the Enterprise heading on 31 January:

Draft International Trade Plan 2012-2013

Within ACSEF, the region, Aberdeen City and Shire’s public and private sector organisations are already committed as a partnership to deliver on the 7 strategic priorities in the 4 key industry sectors of energy, life sciences, tourism and food and drink. The report outlined how the Council’s international trade team will contribute to the delivery of these priorities, particularly items 2, 3, 5 and 7.

The seven priorities: 1. Deliver a fully integrated transport network; 2. Maximise our intellectual capital – people and expertise; 3. Anchor the oil and gas industry 4. Deliver city centre redevelopment; 5. Attract and develop skilled people; 6. Improve the efficiency of planning decision-making; 7. Location of choice for company headquarters.

Summary of target markets and priority levels:
Activity in Tier One – the top priority markets – will include proactive outward and inward business support, for example trade missions, exhibitions, conferences, inward visits, local seminars, sponsored events etc. Tier One includes - US (Gulf of Mexico), Brazil, and Norway
Activity in Tier Two – medium priority markets – will include continued business support with some outward but mainly local or inward events, such as seminars. However, given the speed with which markets and the oil and gas industry change and develop, this framework is intended as a guide only. The International Trade Team will endeavour to maintain enough operational and financial flexibility to enable it to respond to any unexpected opportunities that may arise which have the potential to provide an immediate return for Aberdeen companies. Tier Two includes – Australia, Iraq, World Energy Cities Partners.
Additional Priorities: Unconventional Oil & Gas Conference November 2012; 2012 Aberdeen City &d Shire Export Survey; World Energy Cities Partnership (WECP); Renewable Energy; Memoranda of Understanding (MOU)
Full Draft Plan can be accessed here(
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Regional Issues continued
Review of Aberdeen City Council’s International Memoranda of Understanding

The City’s review took the form of a report seeking approval to re-negotiate or end International Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) in order to better manage relationships and deliver mutual economic benefit to signatories. Aberdeen City Council agreements include member cities of the World Energy City Partnership (WECP). International MoUs were last considered by the Enterprise, Planning & Infrastructure Cttee in 2004; current review reflects a “a time of economic challenge”. Current International MoUs. Aberdeen City Council currently has 6 MoUs: Calgary; Atlantic Canada - Nova Scotia and Newfoundland and Labrador (jointly with Aberdeenshire Council and Moray Council); Torshavn; State of Rio de Janeiro; Western Kazakhstan (Atyrau); Villahermosa and the State of Tabasco.

Many of the existing MoU have offered opportunities in the past for Aberdeen businesses to access new markets – but -despite all the MoU being developed with agreement to co-operate in areas of knowledge and technology transfer, developing cultural and educational relationships and encouraging economic missions, few of the MoU have delivered such effect of late in a manner which may be measured. The Report suggests that a strategic purpose “to foster business development and trade opportunities” be agreed for the establishment of MoU. Of the existing MoU, Villahermosa, Calgary, St Johns, Halifax and Atyrau are all WECP members and it is suggested that these relationships through WECP should be managed to deliver the necessary business development and trade opportunities without the need for an MoU. Similarly twinning partnerships or other activities (eg Grampian Houston Association) should be leveraged to greater mutual economic benefit rather than the agreeing of additional MoU in future. 
The Report recommended:
Calgary – as a WECP member, this MoU should be ended by agreement with Calgary to continue to maintain a strong relationship through WECP;

Nova Scotia & Newfoundland – a long-standing relationship which has now evolved beyond its original economic development purpose, the greater value is now cultural links and it is suggested that this MoU be ended but with a view to establishing a “Scottish MoU” recognising the longer heritage of this relationship at a national rather than regional level;

State of Rio de Janeiro – it is suggested that this MoU be reviewed with a time restriction of 3 years placed on development of the agreed objectives.
Torshavn – MoU was very focussed towards oil and gas exploration activity and whilst that has not realised the expected benefits, it is recommended that the MoU be maintained. It is proposed that an approach be developed to coincide with Offshore Norwegian Seas (ONS) in August 2012 which may explore greater cultural and educational exchange activity and the realisation of mutual value from the MoU. (A shift in focus for the relationship to a cultural or educational basis would remove the role of the International Trade and Investment team in this relationship);

Western Kazakhstan – it is suggested that this MoU be left dormant at present whilst the relationship with Atyrau through the WECP is allowed to develop to a point where the MoU may be dissolved;
Villahermosa and the State of Tabasco – it is suggested that this MoU be reviewed with a time restriction of 3 years placed on development of the agreed objectives and that greater emphasis be placed on the achievement of economic benefit through the WECP member relationship.

PLEASE NOTE: outcome of Committee meeting not currently known.  Full Report can be accessed here(


Grampian Food Forum Innovation Awards 2012:  The 22nd annual Grampian Food Forum Innovation Awards was launched in January. The Awards recognise food and drink companies based in Aberdeenshire, Aberdeen and Moray for their new product innovations. Companies will compete for titles in best packaging, commitment to healthy eating, best marketing plan and judges’ choice, as well as the most successful product from the 2011 awards. In addition there are categories for best new retail and best new food service product.  Being introduced this year is the award for the Grampian food and drink entrepreneur of the year (sponsored by Johnston Carmichael).

Supporters of the 2012 Grampian Food Forum Innovation Awards are Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeenshire Council, Anderson's Packaging (Aberdeen) Ltd, Johnston Carmichael, Keenan Recycling Ltd, Marcliffe Hotel and Spa, The Marketing Society Scotland, Moray Council, Press & Journal, the University’s Rowett Institute for Nutrition & Health, Scotland Food and Drink, Scottish Agriculture College and Scottish Enterprise.

Aberdeenshire Council’s Policy & Resources Committee met on 12 January: Budget projections, the Community Asset Transfer process and new working arrangements for Duff House were among matters deliberated.  

The latest forecasts for Aberdeenshire Council's revenue and capital budgets were discussed. The council’s revenue budget is currently expected to underspend by approaching £3.3million, around 0.6% of the overall budget of more than £536million. The projected position arises mainly through efficiency measures relating to capital financing and vacancy management /
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Regional Issues continued
management and not through cuts in front line services. This action is deliberate and forms part of the long-term financial strategy whereby the Council will set a five year budget and reinvest current year savings into future years to protect key service delivery areas. The Committee heard that services continue to be successful in implementing savings incorporated in the budget, although upward inflation and demand-led pressures could have an impact on future forecasts. A separate report on the council’s capital budget, which funds projects in the capital plan, highlights a projected underspend of almost £4.6million, from an overall revised budget of £57,609,000. It highlighted that although timescales for a number of projects are slipping, the capital plan runs over several years and slippage can be balanced by higher spend in future years as projects move forward.

The Committee welcomed progress being made in relation to Community Asset Transfer since the council’s policy was adopted in June last year. The policy guides the transfer of council assets to community groups, and since it was introduced two transfers have been agreed – one relating to Newmachar Village Hall, and the other to Turriff Caravan Park. A number of other transfers are currently in progress. (the scheme has been shortlisted for a 2012 CoSLA Excellence Award)
The Committee supported proposals to transfer the management of Duff House to Historic Scotland. The venue is operated under a partnership involving Aberdeenshire Council, Historic Scotland, and the National Galleries of Scotland, with the authority currently managing operation of the venue. Funding for the venue was reduced by a third as part of budget reductions for visitor attractions agreed by Aberdeenshire Council in March 2011. Ongoing discussions have led to proposals 
for a change in emphasis for all partners, with building owners Historic Scotland taking over the running of the facility, including staffing and opening responsibilities. It is expected that the new arrangements will take effect from 1 April.

Aberdeenshire Council - Meetings Noted from W/b 31 January to 10 February: 

	Date (2012)
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	31 January
	Garioch Area Committee
	Access Agenda here(

	31 January
	Buchan Area Committee
	Access Agenda here(

	2 February
	Education Learning & Leisure Committee
	Access Agenda here(

	7 February 
	Kincardine & Mearns Area Committee 
	Access Agenda here(

	7 February 
	Formartine Area Committee 
	Access Agenda here(

	8 February
	Scrutiny & Audit Committee 
	Access Agenda here(

	9 February 
	Aberdeenshire Council 
	Access Agenda here(


Arts, Culture and Sport

‘National Creative Ageing Festival:  Creative Scotland, the Baring Foundation and Age Scotland recently announced the appointment of Anne Gallacher as Festival Director for a new national festival that will celebrate arts, creativity and ageing; Ms Gallacher has had an extensive career within the cultural sector, including senior posts at Birmingham Royal Ballet and Watford Palace Theatre.  To be launched in October 2012 the festival will showcase the arts, creativity and ageing in a diverse and large-scale celebration of older artists, performers and participants. This festival forms part of Creative Scotland’s drive to increase the numbers of older people enjoying high quality arts activities, whether as artists, performers, participants or consumers, as research has shown that older people are less likely than other groups to take part in cultural activities. The first festival will take place during 2012, designated as the Year of Creative Scotland, and it will form part of a wider programme of events that will provide opportunities for communities across the whole of Scotland to access and participate in cultural activities.  The festival aims to bring social, economic and health benefits to older people and the wider community, and will encourage intergenerational connections.
Economy and Education Issues

Global Connections Survey 2010: Scotland’s Chief Statistician released the results of Scotland’s Global Connections Survey 2010 on 25 January, providing an estimate of the cash value of Scotland’s exports of goods and services, by industry and destination. Exports to the rest of UK, international exports and the combination of both exports, called total exports, were all presented for the first time in the Statistical Bulletin.  The top 5 exporting industries in 2010 were food & beverages (£4.0 billion), chemicals (including refined petroleum products) (£3.0 billion), business services (£2.5 billion), electrical and instrument engineering (£1.9 billion) and the mechanical engineering sector (£1.6 billion). The USA continues to be Scotland’s top international export destination with an estimated £3.5 billion of exports in 2010, an increase of +£365 million since 2009. The full statistical publication can be accessed here( 
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Economy and Education Issues continued
Reviews of Higher Education and College Governance:  The Scottish Government published its reviews into college and university on 1 February.
Regarding the Review of Higher education Governance chaired by Professor von Prondzynski - Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for Education & Lifelong Learning, stated that “take the recommendations of these reviews forward in discussion and consultation with the further and higher education sectors”  The Report can be accessed here(
Regarding the the Review of Further Education Governance conducted by Professor Russel Griggs, The Cabinet Secretary stated “I believe developing a regional basis for colleges will make the sector more efficient and responsive to the needs of students and local economies...    I expect colleges to collaborate and plan together within 12 newly-created regions and plan together and I expect provision to continue to be delivered locally.” The college regions will be include Highlands & Islands ‘region’(Perth, Lews Castle, Orkney, Shetland, Inverness, Moray, North Highland, Argyll, and West Highland Colleges Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire – will comprise Aberdeen, and Banff & Buchan Colleges). The Report can be accessed here(
The Scottish Government’s news release regarding both Reports can be accessed here(
Energy and the Environment
Scottish Government Renewable Energy Targets (call for evidence):

The achievability of the Scottish Government’s renewable energy targets is currently being examined by the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy & Tourism Committee.  The Committee announced a call for evidence on 20 January. The technological, infrastructure and financial challenges of meeting the targets contained in the SG’s 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy will be deliberated in a series of evidence sessions. During the course of these sessions, the committee will explore the merits of the targets, as well as the risks and barriers to these targets being realised.

Closing date for submissions is 29 February 2012; responses should be sent, wherever possible, electronically and in MS Word format to renewablesinquiry@scottish.parliament.uk
Key questions to be considered by the inquiry include:

· Is the technology to the meet the targets available and affordable? 

· Are our universities and research institutes fully geared up to the need for technological development? 

· How can national priorities be reconciled with local interests? 

· Are we confident that the necessary infrastructure can be developed and financed so that Scotland can export any excess electricity generation to the rest of the UK? 

· What will the impact be on consumers’ bills? 

· Will sufficient funds be available to allow investment in both the installation and development of relevant technologies? 

· Will Scotland have sufficient home-grown skills to attract inward investment? 

· Are the reforms of the energy markets and subsidy regimes at both UK and EU level sufficient to meet the challenge of the Scottish Government’s renewable targets? 

Full details of the inquiry into the Scottish Government’s Renewable Energy Targets can be accessed here(
Paper Published 23 January - Initial Assessment of The Potential Impacts on Land Use And Environment Associated with Changes to CAP Support:  This paper presents findings from an initial assessment of the potential impacts on land use and the environment associated with the proposals for CAP reform recommended by the Brian Pack Inquiry.
“The assessment is qualitative, drawing on existing evidence, analysis and the informed judgements of stakeholders. It estimates how farm types may respond to projected changes in their average CAP Pillar 1 payments and their income, and assesses the environmental and land use ‘risks and opportunities’ associated with these responses. Overall, the assessment indicates that the land use and environmental impacts are likely to be mixed, with both risks and opportunities arising across the range of environmental public goods associated with agriculture.”    
Paper can be accessed here(
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Health and Wellbeing

NHS Research Scotland Innovation Fund: On 9 February the Health Secretary Nicola Sturgeon announced the creation of an Innovation Fund which is scheduled to invest £600,000 over the next three years in support of life sciences development. The fund aims to deliver collaborative work health boards and Scottish SMEs in order to “drive forward innovative clinical research projects”.

Ms Sturgeon also announced a strategic alliance between NHS Research Scotland (NRS) and Pharmaceutical Product Development Inc (PPD), which is one of the largest clinical research organisations in the world. The alliance will increase the amount of research conducted in Scotland, accelerate the development of new medical therapies and enhance health care treatment options for the people of Scotland. PPD Media Release can be accessed here(
International Engagement

Noted: Aberdeen City Council Draft International Trade Plan 2012-2013 and Review of Aberdeen City Council’s International Memoranda of Understanding was discussed at meeting of ACC Enterprise, Planning & Infrastructure Committee on 31 January (Please refer to Regional Issues)
Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs 
Scotland 
Scottish Parliament Recess Dates RECAP
11 February - 19 February 2012  /  31 March - 15 April 2012   /  30 June - 2 September 2012 

Independence referendum consultation and timetable: On 25 January the First Minister outlined detailed proposals for the referendum in autumn 2014 on whether Scotland should be an independent country. The consultation paper, Your Scotland Your Referendum, seeks views on: what the ballot paper should say; what spending limits should be set; and - how the referendum should be managed and regulated. Consultation will close on 11 May 2012.  The consultation document, Your Scotland Your Voice, can be accessed here(  

Timetable for public and parliamentary consideration of proposals - to 2014

25 January 2012
Public consultation on draft Referendum Bill begins

3 May 2012
Local Government elections

11 May 2012
Close of consultation period

Summer 2012
Analysis of consultation responses

Autumn/winter 2012
Practical preparations including testing of the ballot paper

Autumn 2012
Scottish Government Legislative Programme Statement

Autumn/winter 2012
Finalisation of Referendum Bill and development of implementation plan

Early 2013
Introduction of Referendum Bill to Scottish Parliament

Early to mid 2013
Parliamentary consideration of bill: Stages 1 and 2 

(inc. committee consideration & public evidence sessions)

July to August 2013
Summer Recess

October 2013
Referendum Bill passed after Stage 3

November 2013
Royal Assent to the Referendum Bill

November 2013
Publication of White Paper on Independence

June 2014
European Elections

July 2014
Commonwealth Games

Summer 2014 
16 weeks before referendum - regulated period begins
28 days pre-referendum
Pre-referendum period - no Government publications etc

Autumn 2014
Referendum
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Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs continued
Scottish Parliament - Recent Motions Noted
Motion S4M-01748: Kevin Stewart, Aberdeen Central, SNP, Lodged: 18/01/2012

That the Parliament recognises and congratulates the University of Aberdeen on being rated first in Scotland, and second in the UK, in the 2011-12 Leiden ranking for scientific collaboration; understands that this particular ranking recognised only three UK-based universities in the top 100 and that two of these were from Scotland; further notes that, out of the top 100 universities ranked for scientific impact, 11 were from the UK and three of these were Scotland-based; considers that these results demonstrate further the success of Scotland's universities on the world stage, and believes that, per head of population, they perform better than others internationally.

Supported by: Fiona McLeod, Annabelle Ewing, Maureen Watt, Kenneth Gibson, John Wilson, Gil Paterson, James Dornan, Bill Kidd, Hanzala Malik, Dennis Robertson, Jamie Hepburn, Bob Doris, Richard Lyle, Angus MacDonald, Mike MacKenzie, Humza Yousaf, Paul Wheelhouse, Colin Keir, Jim Eadie, David Torrance, Gordon MacDonald, Marco Biagi, Margaret Burgess

Motion S4M-01793: Richard Baker, North East Scotland, Scottish Labour, Lodged: 23/01/2012

That the Parliament supports Beating Bowel Cancer’s Be Loud Be Clear Week, which begins on 23 January 2012 to raise awareness of bowel cancer and its symptoms, dispelling the embarrassment so often associated with the disease; notes that bowel cancer is the third most common cancer in Scotland after lung and breast cancer and that every year, almost 4,000 people are diagnosed with the disease; welcomes the continuing roll-out of the national screening programme in Scotland to people aged 50 to 74; understands that, while the risk of bowel cancer increases with age, it also affects a significant number of younger people; supports further improvements in bowel cancer services in Scotland that build on increased patient involvement and public awareness delivered through managed clinical networks, and encourages MSPs to support the Be Loud Be Clear campaign between 23 January and 30 January 2012.

Supported by: Graeme Pearson

Motion S4M-01724: Lewis Macdonald, North East Scotland, Scottish Labour, Lodged: 17/01/2012

That the Parliament notes the publication of the report of the inspection of additional support needs provision at Camphill School in Aberdeen; acknowledges that the school received an excellent or very good rating in each of the areas inspected; congratulates the school on its outstanding work supporting young people with autism and complex physical disabilities, and commends the staff for the dedication that they show toward their pupils so that they can lead successful lives.

Motion S4M-01565: Maureen Watt, Aberdeen South & North Kincardine, SNP, Lodged: 12/12/2011

That the Parliament congratulates Professor Anne Glover on her appointment as Chief Scientific Adviser to the European Commission; thanks Professor Glover for her service as the Chief Scientific Adviser for Scotland since being appointed in 2006; considers that this builds on a successful academic career at the University of Aberdeen where Professor Glover continues to be the Chair in Molecular and Cell Biology; applauds Professor Glover's work on promoting a greater uptake of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) subjects among Scotland’s young people; believes that she has played a key part in efforts to encourage more women into scientific careers; considers that Europe’s gain is Scotland’s loss as a result of this appointment, and wishes Professor Glover the best of luck in her new role.

Supported by: Fiona McLeod, Annabelle Ewing, Linda Fabiani, Gil Paterson, Adam Ingram, Dennis Robertson, Bill Kidd, Stewart Maxwell, James Dornan, Dave Thompson, Malcolm Chisholm, Aileen McLeod, Christina McKelvie, Jamie Hepburn, Colin Beattie, David Stewart, Richard Lyle, Angus MacDonald, Alison McInnes, Joe FitzPatrick, Liam McArthur, Humza Yousaf, Joan McAlpine, Mike MacKenzie, Paul Wheelhouse, David Torrance, Kevin Stewart, Mark McDonald, Margaret Burgess, John Mason

Motion S4M-01830: Kevin Stewart, Aberdeen Central, SNP, Lodged: 24/01/2012

Life Sciences PhDs—That the Parliament welcomes the £10.2 million of funding from the Biotechnological and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) to provide over 100 PhD studentships in life sciences across Scotland; understands that the bulk of the funding will focus on the EastBio partnership involving the universities of Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and St Andrews, with the rest going to the universities of Glasgow and Strathclyde, and recognises that Scotland received 15% of the available funding from the BBSRC, which, it considers, highlights the high standard of life sciences research in Scottish universities.

Supported by: Jamie Hepburn, Liz Smith, Richard Lyle, David Torrance, Margaret Burgess, Kenneth Gibson, Joe FitzPatrick, Aileen McLeod, Nanette Milne, Annabelle Ewing, Gordon MacDonald, George Adam, Graeme Dey, Jim Eadie, Humza Yousaf, Marco Biagi

Motion S4M-01827: Kevin Stewart, Aberdeen Central, SNP, Lodged: 24/01/2012

That the Parliament congratulates Professor Iain McEwan of the University of Aberdeen on securing £80,000 from the Prostate Cancer Charity to research new treatments for the condition; understands that prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men and is responsible for over 700 deaths per annum in Scotland, and further understands that, as prostate cancer can develop resistance to standard treatment, new methods are required to treat and control it in its advanced stage. 

Supported by: Annabelle Ewing, Fiona McLeod, Jackie Baillie, Maureen Watt, Mary Scanlon, Adam Ingram, Nanette Milne, Sandra White, Gil Paterson, Jamie McGrigor, Hugh Henry, Bill Kidd, Dennis Robertson, James Dornan, Dave Thompson, Roderick Campbell, George Adam, Aileen McLeod, Colin Beattie, Stuart McMillan, Richard Lyle, Humza Yousaf, Clare Adamson, Joe FitzPatrick, Liam McArthur, Mike MacKenzie, Joan McAlpine, Paul Wheelhouse, Jim Eadie, Bill Walker, Mark McDonald, David Torrance, Graeme Dey, Margaret Burgess
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Scottish Parliament – Recent Parliamentary Questions / Answers 
Themed Question Time, 26 January: Education and Lifelong Learning

Maureen Watt (SNP, Aberdeen South and North Kincardine): To ask the Scottish Government how it encourages cooperation and collaboration between universities. (S4O-00609)

Q2: I am sure that the cabinet secretary shares my welcome for the recent news that the University of Aberdeen, which is ranked second in the United Kingdom for scientific collaboration, and Robert Gordon University, which is one of the highest-ranked universities on positive destinations for its students, have made excellent progress towards co-operation and collaboration with each other and the colleges in north-east Scotland. Is that co-operative way of working essential if a country such as Scotland is to use resources most efficiently and obtain the maximum economic benefits from our universities? Is co-operating nationally to compete internationally the way forward?

A1: The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning (Michael Russell): Ministers and the Scottish Further and Higher Education Funding Council have consistently encouraged collaboration within and between the college and university sectors. I am in regular contact with representatives from the higher education sector—including Universities Scotland, which I met this morning—to ensure that our priorities as a Government are known. In my letter of guidance to the Scottish funding council in September, I set out the need to ensure university and industry collaboration and the exploitation of research. An example of what is being done in the sector is that, since 2003, the council has invested more than £150 million in a research pooling initiative to encourage researchers across Scottish universities to pool their resources and respond to increasing international competition and collaboration.

A2: Absolutely. I am delighted to see that level of collaboration and co-operation. I know that the universities in Aberdeen are actively engaged in a Scottish culture of research and teaching. The University of Aberdeen, Robert Gordon University and the University of Dundee have all worked together as part of the northern research partnership in engineering to develop excellent research in engineering and related disciplines. I will be at Robert Gordon University this evening to talk to its principal and visiting principals of Irish universities. One issue that will be raised is the way in which Scottish universities are building on collaborative ventures.

Roderick Campbell (SNP, North East Fife): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to publish the findings of the consultation on post-16 education reform. (S4O-00616)

Q2: The cabinet secretary is aware of the concordat signed by Elmwood College in my constituency, Barony College, Oatridge College and the Scottish Agricultural College to create an arrangement that is based on specialism instead of region. Given that the consultation speaks of regionalisation of the college sector, how will the arrangement between those learning centres affect their funding following the proposal for the Scottish Further and Higher Education Funding Council to fund colleges regionally from the academic year 2012-13?

A1: Michael Russell: I intend to present the findings of the post-16 reform consultation report to the Parliament in the coming weeks.
A2: Michael Russell: I wrote to the Scottish funding council on 25 January 2012 with additional strategic guidance on funding allocations for 2012-13 that will allow it to make clear the funding arrangements for the land-based colleges. I strongly support the arrangement that those colleges are taking forward. I think that an arrangement based on speciality is entirely sensible in that regard and I am sure that the funding council will pay attention to that.

Michael McMahon (Lab, Uddingston and Bellshill): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met representatives of NUS Scotland. (S4O-00620)

Q2: Does the cabinet secretary recall the vitriol that was heaped on the Liberal Democrats when they reneged on their election commitment to students, and does he recall that every Scottish National Party candidate gave a similar personal election assurance to students in relation to student support? Although the cabinet secretary might wish to forget that commitment to students, is he aware that students have not forgotten that promise? Will he deliver in full on the commitment to students or is he prepared to replicate the Liberal Democrats’ betrayal of our students and suffer the same revulsion that was afforded to them?

A1: Michael Russell: I met representatives of NUS Scotland on Wednesday 14 December at a meeting that was attended by representatives of the union at a national level and student presidents of individual colleges. I have since had informal discussions with elected officials of NUS Scotland, most recently last Thursday, which, as usual, have involved constructive and challenging dialogue around a wide range of issues that affect students in Scotland. I will meet officials next week to discuss matters further. I repeat the question that Neil Findlay asked: is NUS Scotland lying when it says that there is an £11 million cut to student support?

A2: Michael Russell: /
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A2: Michael Russell: I find it astonishing that, when the Labour Party—which brought forward the Brown review, ensured that students south of the border have to pay £9,000 a year and, through Margaret Curran, whom members of the party may wish to disown, says that students will have to pay for their education—finds an issue that it thinks it can use to worry the SNP, it will not ask about it once or twice but will go on asking about it. However, that issue does not worry the SNP. In our manifesto last year, we said that we will maintain student numbers and college student support. That is exactly what we are doing. We secured an increased baseline for 2011—£84.2 million—and we are ensuring that it is maintained. We also secured a share of £15 million of Barnett consequentials, split over two years. However, that was a one-off addition, as we made perfectly clear at the time. We have protected the increases that Labour never delivered. I will say that repeatedly to students, to the NUS and to Labour, because the reality is that, on this occasion, Labour is misrepresenting the facts. I will not allow that to happen in Scottish education.

Supplementary. Jamie Hepburn (SNP, Cumbernauld and Kilsyth): In his discussions with NUS Scotland, has the cabinet secretary had the chance to discuss the comparative merits of the Scottish Government’s approach to tuition fees, as opposed to that of the Westminster Government, and perhaps discuss what the application figures in Scotland are, as opposed to applications to universities in England, for the next academic year?

Michael Russell: When we see the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service figures next week, we will know what the situation is. However, the interim figures that have been released tend to indicate that application figures in Scotland are better than those in England. We have adopted a positive and progressive view of what education should be. We believe in the right to free education. We have provided a better system than exists south of the border. It is, of course, typical of the Labour Party not to give credit for that, because it gives credit for nothing to Scotland.

Noted from answers published on 18 January:

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the Minister for Youth Employment will use her budget to guarantee opportunities for graduates. (S4W-04758) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government has committed to consult with a range of partners on the best use of the £30 million in additional funding to support youth employment. With that in mind, final decisions on the targeting of this resource have not been made. 

The Scottish Government is already working closely with both public and private sector partners to provide a comprehensive package of services to help graduates into employment. Over the last two years, we have provided over £270,000 for new initiatives. This has improved web-based services which provide advice and information on job vacancies; it has supported the development of the Talent Scotland Graduate Placement Programme that aims to provide business placements for around 750 graduates in Scotland; and it has supported graduate placements under the successful “Adopt an Intern” Scheme run by the Centre for Scottish Public Policy. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-04421 by Michael Russell on 16 December 2011, when the Student Awards Agency for Scotland became up-to-date with the processing of applications for 2011-12. (S4W-04776) 
Michael Russell: The Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) has met the Guarantee to students that applications received by the 30 June (exceptionally extended to 5 July in 2011) would be processed by course start dates. Autumn start courses can start as early as 1 August and as late as mid October. Applications continue to be received on a daily basis and SAAS continues to process new applications, including those for January and April start courses, and re-process existing awards as additional information is received. SAAS moved to processing incoming applications on a daily basis from the end of October. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what average time it takes to reprocess a Student Awards Agency for Scotland award if further information is submitted and how many loans have required such reprocessing in 2011-12. (S4W-04777) 
Michael Russell: It was not possible to calculate the average days taken to re-process applications across all applicants. This would require manually sifting through over 90,000 individual student records to determine which of multiple pieces of information supplied contributed to the recalculation. This would exceed the upper time limit for answering a parliamentary question. However, at 11 January 2012 in the 2011-12 session, a total of 144,840 students have received at least one award notice, and of those 53,885 students (37%) have been issued with more than one award notice letter due to a re-calculation of their award. An average of 1.6 award letters have been issued per student. Note that these figures do not include “duplicate” award notices requested by students. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how many student loans the Student Awards Agency for Scotland has withheld in 2011-12 as a result of a student (a) failing to enrol and (b) not providing a valid National Insurance number. (S4W-04778) 

Michael Russell: The Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) processes the application for student support and pays student bursaries and tuition fees. The Student Loan Company (SLC) manages the student loan account and issues student loan payments on behalf of SAAS. 

Loans withheld due to failure to enrol. It is likely that these applicants have either failed to achieve the qualifications required to meet a conditional offer or have decided not to attend. At 30 November 2011, there were 8,492 student finance applicants in academic year 2011-12 who were not paid because an attendance confirmation was not received by the SLC from the Higher Education Institution. Loans withheld /
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withheld due to failure to provide a valid National Insurance Number. At 8 January 2012, there are 163 student finance applicants in academic year 2011-12 who have not been paid due to either failure to provide a valid national insurance number or provision of an invalid national insurance number. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how long it has typically taken the Student Awards Agency for Scotland to process a top-up loan application in 2011-12 for students who did not request a loan in their initial application or requested less than their full entitlement. (S4W-04779) 
Michael Russell: At 11 January 2012, the average number of calendar days between SAAS receiving a top-up loan application and the issuing of the next award notice was 38 days. This average includes time required to secure from the student any required supporting information, usually on household income, not supplied with the top-up loan application. 

Looking Ahead:

Scottish Parliament  - Forthcoming Business, Meetings & Events Noted

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	16 Jan  – 23 March
	Design and Democracy Exhibition 
	08:00 to 17:00, Garden Lobby 

	20 - 24 February
	Red Road Exhibition 
	-

	20 February
	European & External Relations Committee
	10:00 to 14:00, Committee Room 2 

	21 February
	Health & Sport Committee
	09:00 to 13:00, Committee Room 2 

	21 February
	Education and Culture Committee
	09:00 to 13:00, Committee Room 4 

	21 February
	Justice Committee
	09:00 to 13:00, Committee Room1 

	21 February
	Adult Survivors Of Childhood Sexual Abuse Cross-Party Group
	12:00 to 14:00, Meeting Room Q1.04 



	21 February
	Local Government and Regeneration Committee
	13:00 to 18:00, Committee Room 1 

	21 February
	Public Petitions Committee
	13:00 to 17:00, Committee Room 2 

	21 February
	Subordinate Legislation Committee
	13:00 to 17:00, Committee Room 5 

	21 February
	Equal Opportunities Committee
	13:00 to 17:00 Committee Room 4

	21 February
	Human Rights Cross-Party Group
	17:30 to 19:30, Committee Room 5 

	22 February
	Rural Affairs, Climate Change & Environment Committee
	09:00 to 13:00, Committee Room 2 



	22 February
	Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee
	09:00 to 14:00, Committee Room 1 

	22 February
	Finance Committee Meeting 
	09:00 to 14:00, Committee Room 4 

	22 February
	Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 
	10:00 to 13:00, Committee Room 6 

	22 February
	Tobacco Control Cross-Party Group 
	12:45 to 15:00, Meeting Room Q1.04 

	22 February
	Meeting of the Parliament 
	14:30 to 17:30, Debating Chamber 

	22 February
	Science and Technology Proposed Cross-Party Group
	15:00 to 14:30, Committee Room 5 



	22 February
	Food Cross-Party Group and Older People, Age & Ageing Cross-Party Group (Joint Meeting) 
	17:30 to 20:00, Committee Room 4 

	22 February
	Recreational Boating  &Marine Tourism Cross-Party Group
	18:00 to 20:00, Committee Room 6 

	23 February
	Meeting of the Parliament 
	09:15 to 17:30, Debating Chamber 

	23 February
	SPREE Proposed Cross-Party Group
	12:00 to 14:30, Committee Room 2 

	23 February
	Carers Cross-Party Group
	12:45 to 14:00, Committee Room 4 

	23 February
	Welfare Reform Committee
	13:00 to 17:00, Committee Room 5 

	23 February
	Visual Impairment Cross-Party Group
	14:00 to 16:00, Committee Room 4 

	28 February
	Maritime Policy Proposed Cross-Party Group 
	7:00 to 18:00, Q1.03 

	28 February
	Poland Cross-Party Group
	18:00 to 20:00, Committee Room 5 

	28 February
	Meeting of the Parliament 
	14:30 to 17:30, Debating Chamber 

	28 February
	Drugs and Alcohol Misuse Cross-Party Group 
	17:30 to 19:30, Committee Room 4 

	28 February
	Industrial Communities Cross-Party Group 
	17:30 to 19:30, TG20/21 

	28 February
	Armed Forces Veterans Cross-Party Group 
	18:00 to 20:00, Committee Room 5 

	28 February
	Arthritis and Musculoskeletal Conditions Proposed Cross-Party Group Meeting 
	19:00 to 20:30, Committee Room 2 

	1 March 
	Meeting of the Parliament 
	09:15 to 17:30, Debating Chamber 

	1 March
	Children & Young People Cross-Party Group 
	12:30 to 14:00, Committee Room 4 


Aberdeen City Council  - Forthcoming Meetings Noted /
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Aberdeen City Council  - Forthcoming Meetings Noted

	Date (2011)
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	16 February
	Development Management Sub Committee
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.



	16 February
	Local Licensing Forum
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.

	21 February
	Licensing Committee
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.

	21 February
	Licensing Committee Information Bulletin
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.

	23 February
	Education, Culture and Sport Committee
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.

	28 February
	Audit and Risk Committee
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.


Aberdeenshire Council  - Forthcoming Meetings Noted

	Date (2011)
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	24 February
	Policy & Resources Cttee  
	Agenda for this meeting currently unavailable.
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