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· Regional Issues: 25th City Voice questionnaire;  Union Terrace Gardens referendum;  Aberdeen City Council  - Meetings Noted from 12 March to 29 March;  Aberdeenshire Council’s Economic Development Strategy;  Aberdeenshire Council  - Meetings Noted from 12 March to 29 March. 

· Arts, Culture and Sport: New £10 million fund to encourage grass roots sport;  Aberdeen City Council Sports’ Survey.

· Economy and Education Issues: Food and Drink in Scotland - Key Facts 2012;  Higher Education Governance Review;  Post-16 Reform - Ministerial Statement (recap);  Scottish Government Funding for ‘Food Education’.

· Energy and the Environment: Inquiry into the Scottish Government's renewable energy targets.
· Health and Wellbeing: Inquiry into integration of health and social care.
· International Engagement: Internationalisation and Higher Education;  Brazilian delegation visits Aberdeen City:  Developing connections with Japan. 

· Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs: Cross Party Group on Science and Technology;  Scottish Parliament Meetings / Events; UK Parliament Meetings / Events.
· People & New Appointments: NUS Scotland;  Bòrd na Gàidhlig.
· Looking Ahead: Scottish Parliament Events.
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Regional Issues

Aberdeen City

25th City Voice questionnaire:  The latest questionnaire focuses on the community planning themes of 'Wealthier and Fairer' and looks at a number of priority services - seeking panelists views on where public and voluntary sector budgets are best served. The City Voice is an initiative by Aberdeen's Community Planning Partnership, including Aberdeen City Council, Grampian Police, Grampian Fire and Rescue Service, NHS Grampian, and Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations.  The project, which began in 2003, now boasts almost 1000 members who are asked to complete three questionnaires a year. The questionnaires provide valuable feedback and enable residents across the city, of all ages to have their say as well as shaping policy, measuring performance and planning future service delivery. The current questionnaire will close in April with the results likely to be published in June.

Anyone interested in joining the Citizens' Panel should contact the City Voice Co-ordinator at cityvoice@aberdeencity.gov.uk.

Union Terrace Gardens referendum:  The referendum on the future of Aberdeen's Union Terrace Gardens has come out in favour of the City Garden Project design – the Granite Web.  45,301 people voted for the City Garden Project design and 41,175 voted for retaining Union Terrace Gardens; the majority for the City Garden Project design was 4,126. Some 165,830 voting packs were sent to Aberdeen residents with 86,568 votes cast – a turnout of 52%. A total of 28,702 votes were cast online, 9,154 by phone and 48,620 by postal ballot. The number of rejected ballot papers was 92.

The  decision means the Council can now proceed with a Tax Incremental Financing application to the Scottish Futures Trust, with a view to realising all five of the projects outlined in the application. Projects include: City Garden Project; St Nicholas House Redevelopment; City Art Gallery Redevelopment; City Realm – the City Circle; and North Denburn Valley Redevelopment.
Full details can be viewed in the Council media release – access here(
Aberdeen City Council  - Meetings Noted from 12 March to 29 March: 

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	15 March
	Finance and Resources Committee
	Agenda can be viewed here(


	22 March
	Development Management Sub Committee
	Agenda not currently available.

	22 March
	Local Review Body of Aberdeen City Council
	Agenda not currently available.


	27 March
	Licensing Committee
	Agenda not currently available.


	28 March
	Disability Advisory Group
	Agenda not currently available.


	28 March
	Special Meeting, Education, Culture and Sport Committee
	Agenda not currently available.


	29 March
	Development Management Sub Cttee (Visits)
	Agenda not currently available.



Aberdeenshire

Aberdeenshire Council’s Economic Development Strategy:  The strategy outlining Aberdeenshire’s key economic development objectives over the next five years was launched on 9 March.  The document establishes 10 key objectives for delivery up to 2016.  These focus on the ‘priority industries’ of energy, food and drink, tourism, agriculture and fisheries, along with ‘priorities for strategic change’ relating to Energetica, enterprise and communities.  The strategy also puts more emphasis on tourism and energy than the previous strategy.  Energy objectives include anchoring the oil and gas sector to the north-east, ensuring Aberdeenshire is a location of choice for renewable energy, and supporting communities through renewable energy schemes.  Ensuring Aberdeenshire is a recognised major contributor to helping Scotland become known as the ‘Land of Food and Drink’ and promoting Aberdeen City and Shire as a key tourism destination are also highlighted in the strategy. Among industry objectives are the development of a more sustainable fisheries industry, and assisting those supporting agriculture, forestry and timber. The council has also committed to working with partners to deliver Energetica as a low carbon energy hub, with a series of plans concerning key infrastructure projects. Other objectives include ensuring Aberdeenshire is known as a supportive business environment that nurtures home-grown businesses, and that communities are supported to develop self-sufficiency and ensure opportunities for all.  
The Economic Development Strategy can be viewed here(
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Regional Issues continued
Aberdeenshire Council  - Meetings Noted from 12 March to 29 March: 

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	13 March

	Garioch Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	13 March

	Buchan Area Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	15 March

	Infrastructure Services Committee
	Agenda can be accessed here(

	19 March

	Local Review Board
	Agenda not currently available.

	20 March

	Kincardine & Mearns Area Committee
	Agenda not currently available.

	20 March

	Formartine Area Committee
	Agenda not currently available.


Arts, Culture and Sport

New £10 million fund to encourage grass roots sport: On 10 March the Scottish Government announced that community groups in Scotland will be able to build, upgrade and improve sports and physical activity facilities with grants from a £10 million fund to encourage participation in sport in the wake of the Commonwealth Games. Awards of up to £250,000 will be given to sporting organisations and local groups to construct new facilities or improve existing playing fields, changing rooms or sports or activity centres, driving an increase in the numbers of people of all ages taking part in sport and other exercise. The fund, which will form part of the lasting legacy for the whole of Scotland from the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, will be administered by sportscotland and based on the grant distribution model used by the Scottish Government’s CashBack for Communities programme, which has already helped improvements at dozens of capital projects for sport across Scotland. The awards will be spread over three years, culminating in 2014-15. 
Aberdeen City Council Sports’ Survey:  As part of Aberdeen's long term planning for sport and physical activity provision the Council is seeking sports clubs views on future needs and possible changes in facility use. The online survey covers areas such as membership, facilities and volunteers, and by providing details of changes in membership levels and the challenges sports clubs believe they will face over the next two or so years, will give the City Council a greater understanding of the future requirements of the clubs. 
Economy and Education Issues

Food and Drink in Scotland: Key Facts 2012:  Published on 7 March, this is the fourth publication of Food and Drink in Scotland: Key Facts. Publishing of the fourth edition coincides with Scotland's National Food and Drink Conference 2010. It draws together key facts and figures on food and drink in Scotland. The facts are from a range of sources including official statistics, research and consumer surveys.

The publication can be accessed here(

 

Higher Education Governance Review:  On 13 March the Scottish parliament’s Education and Culture Committee will discuss the Higher Education Governance Review, taking evidence from Professor Ferdinand von Prondzynski, Principal, the Robert Gordon University.

Post-16 Reform - Ministerial Statement (recap):  On 29 February, Mike Russell, the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning addressed the Scottish Parliament Chamber on Post 16 Reform. The full Official report can now be accessed here.(
Universities Scotland’s response to the statement can also be accessed here.(


Scottish Government Funding for ‘Food Education’: /
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Economy and Education Issues continued
Scottish Government Funding for ‘Food Education’:
Speaking at Scotland’s National Food and Drink Conference on 7 March, Rural Affairs Secretary Richard Lochhead pledged £2 million over three years so that every Scottish school child understands more about the food they eat and how it impacts on their health and on the environment. An expert group, made up of industry and education representatives, will steer the three-year programme and provide advice on attracting private investment to add further value. 
This focus on food education aims to help tens of thousands of young people make informed choices about the food they eat, by ensuring:

· More opportunities for children to use farms, fishing and food companies to learn about their health, the environment and their relationship with food

· Pupils develop an understanding of Scotland’s growing food and drink industry and the career options available – wherever their skills lie across the curriculum

· It is easier than ever before for teachers to use food as a topic in Curriculum for Excellence

· Private companies are encouraged to invest in food education, either financially or in kind

The beneficiaries of the new funding include:

· The Royal Highland Education Trust who will help youngsters learn where their food comes from through organising 36 food and farming days and 36 schools farmers markets, benefiting more than 6,000 youngsters

· Seafood Scotland who will support schools to develop projects around seafood which around 60,000 pupils are expected to benefit from

· The Scottish Food and Drink Federation’s Future of Food scheme which will work with around 10,000 pupils to inspire them, help them make the connection with the food on their plates, what they are learning in school and encourage them to consider a career in food and drink

Energy and the Environment
Inquiry into the Scottish Government's renewable energy targets:  On 14 March 2012 the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee will meet to discuss the Inquiry into the Scottish Government's renewable energy targets.  The Committee will take evidence from:-  Graeme Blackett, Director, Biggar Economics; Richard Marsh, Director, 4-Consulting; Niall Stuart, Chief Executive, Scottish Renewables; and then from—Richard Dixon, Director, WWF Scotland; Stan Blackley, Chief Executive, Friends of the Earth Scotland; Helen McDade, Head of Policy, The John Muir Trust; and Aedán Smith, Head of Planning and Development, RSPB Scotland.

At its next meeting, on 21 March, the Committee expects to hear oral evidence on the Scottish Government's renewable energy targets.

Health and Wellbeing

Inquiry into integration of health and social care:  The Scottish Parliament’s Health and Sport Committee will meet on 13 March 2012.  Apart from Subordinate Legislation re Patient Rights, its agenda includes the Inquiry into integration of health and social care, with evidence being taken from: - Lynn Williams, Policy Officer (Scotland), The Princess Royal Trust for Carers; Martin Sime, Chief Executive, Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations; Ranald Mair, Chief Executive, Scottish Care; Annie Gunner Logan, Director, Coalition of Care and Support Providers in Scotland; Henry Simmons, Chief Executive, Alzheimer Scotland; and then from - Andrew Lowe, President, Association of Directors of Social Work; Theresa Fyffe, Director, Royal College of Nursing Scotland; Dr John Gillies, Chair, Royal College of General Practitioners Scotland; Phil Gray, Chief Executive Officer, Chartered Society of Physiotherapy. At its next meeting, on 20 March, the Committee expects to consider subordinate legislation and take oral evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Cities Strategy on its inquiry into the integration of health and social care.
International Engagement /
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International Engagement 
Internationalisation and Higher Education:  The Scottish Parliament’s Cross Party Group on Colleges and Universities met on 8 March to discuss the issue of Internationalisation.  Presentations were scheduled by: Robin Parker, President of NUS Scotland (Year of student mobility); Brian Lister, Principal, Stevenson College; Professor Dominic Houlihan, Vice Principal (Internationalisation), University of Aberdeen; and Christine Bovis-Cnossen, Dean of School of Arts and Social Sciences, Queen Margaret University.

Brazilian delegation visits Aberdeen City:  A delegation from the Brazilian state of Sao Paulo was scheduled to arrive in Aberdeen on 8 March to strengthen business links. The delegates, representatives of 15 major oil and gas companies from Sao Paulo including Petrobras, will undertake a series of visits in Aberdeen which will include visits to the harbour, Robert Gordon University, and a number of city companies. Aberdeen City Council also hosted a seminar to help inform companies about the opportunities in Sao Paolo state. It included presentations by Federation of Industry of State of Sao Paolo (FIESP) Director of Oil and Gas Eduardo Berkovitz and Petrobras' Reservoir Engineering Project Manager Antonio Claudio Correa. There was also an opportunity for Aberdeen companies to have one-to-one meetings with members of the Brazilian delegation, which spent the first half of the week in Newcastle with NOF Energy. The visit is continuing and building on Aberdeen’s established relationship with Sao Paulo and the wider nation. It will be backed up by participation in an SDI mission to Brazil at the end of the March.
Developing connections with Japan:  On 9 March 2012 the Scottish Government’s Finance Secretary John Swinney welcomed a deal between the Orkney based European Marine Energy Centre (EMEC) and the Ocean Energy Association of Japan (OEAJ) to develop Japan’s first marine energy test centre. The Finance Secretary will next month travel to Japan and South Korea to promote Scottish industry including expertise and investment opportunities in Scotland’s renewables industry. John Swinney will undertake a series of business meetings and engagements to strengthen economic and cultural links between these key markets. He stated that Scotland already enjoys successful commercial relationships in the energy sector with major Japanese and Korean firms such as Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Doosan and Samsung; tThere are currently 65 Japanese companies that have invested in Scotland resulting in over 4,000 jobs. In January Samsung Heavy Industries announced that it is to base its first European offshore wind project in Fife in a £100 million inward investment venture expected to create more than 500 new jobs in Scotland.

John Swinney will travel to Japan on April 14, visit Korea on April 19 before returning to Scotland on April 21.

Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs 
Scotland 
Cross Party Group on Science and Technology: The Cross Party Group on Science and Technology was established in February 2012.  Chaired by Elaine Murray MSP (Lab), it is supported in a secretariat role by the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

Scottish Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 13 March and 21 March /
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Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs continued
Scottish Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 13 March and 21 March:
	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	16 Jan  – 23 March
	Design and Democracy Exhibition 
	08:00 to 17:00, Garden Lobby 

	13 March
	Justice Committee


	Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill: Cttee Committee will take evidence on the Bill at Stage 1.



	13 March
	Education and Culture Committee


	Higher Education Governance Review: Cttee will take evidence.



	13 March
	Health and Sport Committee


	Health & Sport Committee: Ctteee will take evidence re Inquiry into integration of health and social care.



	13 March
	Welfare Reform Committee


	Welfare Reform  - Ctteee will take evidence.


	13 March
	Subordinate Legislation Committee


	-

	14 March
	Debating Chamber
	Business includes: Stage 1 Debate: Land Registration etc. (Scotland) Bill;  Stage 1 Debate: Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill;  Financial Resolution: Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill; Motion - S4M-01999 Sandra White: Commonwealth Week 2012.



	14 March
	Finance Committee


	Business includes Draft Budget 2012-13 and Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill.  The Committee will also take evidence on legislative consent memorandum LCM(S4)7.1 re Financial Services Bill (UK Parliament legislation).


	14 March
	Local Government and Regeneration Committee


	Business includes Public services reform and local government and Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill



	14 March
	Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee


	Business includes Inquiry into the Scottish Government's renewable energy targets.



	14 March
	Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee


	Business includes Rail Franchise 2014 and Forth Replacement Crossing.



	14 March
	Public Audit Committee


	Business includes - Section 23 report - Commissioning social care; Section 22 report - The 2010/11 Audit of the National Library of Scotland; Section 22 reports - The 2010/11 audit of Registers of Scotland, The 2010/11 audit of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, The 2010/11 audit of Disclosure Scotland. 



	14 March
	Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee


	Cttee will discuss and take evidence re Common Agricultural Policy.



	14 March
	Cross Party Group - Psoriasis and Psoriatic Arthritis
	-

	14 March
	Cross Party Group – Housing

	-

	14 March
	Commonwealth Day celebrations
	Annie Lennox OBE will speak at the Scottish Parliament as part of Commonwealth Day events.



	15 March
	Debating Chamber

	Question Time (General) – questions among those selected include:

Dennis Robertson: To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the compulsory microchipping of dogs. (S4O-00789)

Richard Baker: To ask the Scottish Executive when it received the business case for the Union Terrace Gardens project in Aberdeen and when it will decide whether to approve it. (S4O-00796)

Question Time (Finance, Employment & Sustainable Growth) – questions among those selected include: 

Kevin Stewart: To ask the Scottish Executive what the average council tax saving has been in Aberdeen since the council tax freeze was introduced. (S4O-00807)

Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Executive what progress local authorities have made in developing new local development plans. (S4O-00812)

Other Business: Stage 1 Debate: National Library of Scotland Bill; Scottish Government Debate: Local Government Finance (Scotland) Amendment Order 2012 [draft]; Motion - Mark McDonald: Changing the January Pay Date.



	15 March
	Cross Party Group – Golf

	-

	20 March
	Cross Party Group – Dyslexia

	-

	21 March
	Cross Party Group - M.E.


	-


United Kingdom /
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Parliamentary & Constitutional Affairs 
United Kingdom 
UK Parliament  - Business, Meetings & Events Noted between 12 March and 28 March:

	Date
	Meeting / Event / Activity
	Notes & Referrals

	13 March
	Commons Select Cttee: Energy and Climate Change

	Low-carbon growth links with China - Oral Evidence Session: Arup, Shell UK, HSBC; Gregory Barker MP, Minister of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change, Henry Bellingham MP, Parliamentary Under - Secretary of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and officials.


	13 March
	Lords Select Cttee: Science and Technology 


	Subject: Science and Heritage: Follow-up - Witness(es): (at 10.35am) David Willetts MP, Minister for Science and Universities, BIS; and John Penrose MP, Minister for Tourism and Heritage, DCMS; and (at 11.35pm) Professor Heather Viles, Professor of Biogeomorphology and Heritage, University of Oxford.



	14 March


	Commons Select Cttee: Education 
	Attracting, training and retaining the best teachers  (RUK) - Oral Evidence Session Nick Gibb MP, Minister of State for Schools, Department for Education Commit tee



	15 March


	Commons Select Cttee: Scottish Affairs 


	The Referendum on Separation for Scotland - Oral Evidence Session John Kay, visiting Professor of Economics at the London School of Economics; Matthew Elliott, Campaign Director, NOtoAV Campaign; William Norton, Referendum Agent, NOtoAV Campaign; Katie Ghose, Yes to Fairer Votes campaign and Chief  Executive, Electoral Reform Society; Willie Sullivan, Scottish Director of Electoral Reform Society and head of f ield operations, Yes to Fairer Votes campaign.



	15 March


	Commons Select Cttee: Work and Pensions 


	Publication of Report: Automatic enrolment in workplace pensions and the National Employment Savings Trust HC 1494: Eighth Report of Session 2010-12 



	15 March


	Lords Chamber - Legislation 

	Scotland Bill - Committee of the whole House (Day 4) - Lord Wallace of Tankerness



	21 March
	Lords Chamber - Legislation 

	Scotland Bill - Committee of the whole House (Day 5) - Lord Wallace of Tankerness



	26 March
	Commons Select Cttee: Work and Pensions EU Pensions Policy

	Oral Evidence Session Association of British Insurers, Confederation of British Industry, European Federation f o r Retirement Provision, National Association of Pension Funds and Trades Union Congress



	26 March
	Lords Chamber - Legislation 

	Scotland Bill - Committee of the whole House (Day 5) - Lord Wallace of Tankerness.


	28 March
	Lords Chamber - Legislation 

	Scotland Bill - Report stage (Day 2) - Lord Wallace of Tankerness.


People & New Appointments
NUS Scotland:  In March - Robin Parker, President of NUS Scotland was re-elected to serve for a second year.  Robin Parker is a graduate and a former sabbatical officer of the University of Aberdeen. 

Bòrd na Gàidhlig: On 7 March Arthur Cormack wrote to the Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland’s Languages, Dr Alasdair Allan standing down with immediate effect from his position as cathraiche (chair) of Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  Elizabeth McAtear was unanimously selected by colleagues on the Bòrd to fill the Cathraiche post until a permanent successor is appointed. Iain Campbell has been selected as Vice Chair. Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

Looking Ahead: /
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Looking Ahead:

Scottish and UK Parliaments – Meetings / Events Noted:

27 March
House of Commons – Easter Recess, House rises

28 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - China
28 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Funerals and Bereavement
29 March 
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group - Health Inequalities

30 March
Scottish Parliament - Criminal Cases (Punishment and Review) (Scotland) Bill; Stage 1 to be completed 

31 March
Scottish Parliament Recess commences

ENDS
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