DR3075 New Testament Texts in English 2: Epistles
Course Leaflet 2007-2008
Credits: 30  
Please note carefully: 

The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/ugradstudenthandbook/. Students are expected to familiarise themselves not only with the contents of this leaflet but also with the contents of the Handbook. Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the Handbook will not excuse the breach of any school regulation or procedure.

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR
Dr. Jutta Leonhardt-Balzer (OBG07)

Telephone: 273248

Email: j.leonhardt-balzer@abdn.ac.uk

Office Hours: Tue 15.00-17.00; Wed. 15.00-17.00
COURSE TEAM
Dr. Jutta Leonhardt-Balzer (j.leonhardt-balzer@abdn.ac.uk)

Dr. Andrew D. Clarke (a.d.clarke@abdn.ac.uk)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Selected texts from the New Testament will be studied in detail. Attention will be concentrated on the interpretation of the texts, but the course will also cover historical, literary and theological questions.
TIMETABLE

The class will meet at 1.00-3.00 p.m. on Tuesdays (Taylor C23 (11)) and 9.00-11.00 a.m. on Thursdays (KCS10 (12)). Classes begin on Tuesday, 25 September. Seminars will be led by Dr Jutta Leonhardt-Balzer (Galatians: 24 Sept.-1 Nov.) and Dr. Andrew Clarke (James: 6 Nov.-13 December).
CLASS CERTIFICATE

Failure to attend classes or failure to submit a piece of continuous assessment may result in your class certificate being refused.  

Students who are refused a class certificate are withdrawn from the course and cannot take the prescribed degree assessment in the current session, nor are eligible to be re-assessed next session, unless and until they qualify for the award of a class certificate by taking the course again in the next session.

Full information on Class Certificates can be found at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/ugradstudenthandbook/attendance.shtml

LECTURES

	Week 
	Tuesday 1-3 p.m.
	Thursday 9-11 a.m.

	12
	Introduction (ADC; JLB); Galatians
	Gal 1.1-10: Paul’s address and topic

	13
	Gal 1.11-24: Paul’s apostleship
	Gal 2.1-14: Paul and the other apostles

	14
	Gal 2,15-3.14: Salvation through faith
	Gal 3.15-4.7: The promise to Abraham and the Torah (Faith and Torah)

	15
	Gal 4.8-5.1: Reproof of the Galatians and allegory of Sarah and Hagar
	Gal 5.2-15: Christian Freedom

	16
	Gal 5.16-26: Flesh and Spirit
	Gal 6.1-10: Admonition

	17
	Gal 6.11-18: Paul’s final address
	Conclusion: Paul and the Galatians

	18
	Introduction to James
	Jas 1.1-18: ‘consider it pure joy …’

	19
	Jas 1.19-27: ‘the religion that God our Father accepts …’
	Jas 2.1-13: ‘if you show favouritism …’

	20
	Jas 2.14-26: ‘faith without deeds is useless’
	Jas. 3.1-18: ‘we who teach will be judged …’

	21
	Private study
	Jas 4.1-12: the meaning of Jas 4.5

	22
	Jas 4.13-5.6: ‘deo volente’
	Jas 5.7-20: anointing with oil

	23
	Conclusion
	James vs Galatians


Students are expected to study, when required, texts in advance of the seminar at which they are to be discussed. Before turning to the commentaries the students should look at least 3 different translations of the biblical text to be discussed, ideally at least one of these should be in a foreign language. Preparation for classes should include study of commentaries, articles, as well as primary sources, so that students are able to discuss matters of interpretation in an informed way that will be helpful to the rest of the class.
ASSESSMENT

The course will be assessed by way of a two hour examination (60%) and coursework (40%). In the examination, candidates will be asked to answer three questions. The first two will require exegetical comment on two out of four passages each from Galatians (question 1) and from James (question 2). The third will be an essay question – one to be selected from a choice of five.

The coursework assessment will be based on one seminar introduction (10%) and one essay (30%). Students will be asked to prepare a seminar presentation of approximately 15 minutes, and to submit an essay no later than 4pm on Friday, 30 November. 

Some additional tuition will be provided for any students wishing to study selected parts of the texts in Greek. Those who choose this option will prepare a short exegetical paper in lieu of a seminar presentation (10% of the final mark).

ESSAYS

Students may select their own essay topics, but MUST obtain approval for their choice from either Dr Leonhardt-Balzer or Dr Clarke, who will also advise on appropriate reading. Essays may draw upon work undertaken for the seminar presentation, but should nevertheless be distinct and independent pieces of work.

Possible topics could be:

On Galatians:

· How does Paul interpret his apostleship?

· Paul’s attitude in Galatians to Jewish customs and laws.

On James:

· What can we determine about the social context of the community/ies addressed by James?

· Is there a unifying theme to the epistle?

Due Date: 4pm, Friday 30 November.

READING LIST

James:
Commentaries:

 J. Calvin; P. Davids; D.J. Moo; M. Dibelius; P. Hartin; L.T. Johnson; S. Laws; R.P. Martin.

Other literature

Bauckham, Richard. James: Wisdom of James, Disciple of Jesus the Sage, New Testament Readings. London: Routledge, 1999.

Chester, Andrew., Ralph Martin. The Theology of the Letters of James, Peter and Jude, New Testament Theology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
Edgar, David Hutchinson. Has not God Chosen the Poor?: The Social Setting of the Epistle of James, Journal for the Study of the New Testament (JSNT) Supplement Series, 206. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001.

Jackson-McCabe, Matt A. Logos and Law in the Letter of James: The Law of Nature, the Law of Moses, and the Law of Freedom, Supplements to Novum Testamentum, 100. Leiden: Brill, 2001.

Penner, Todd C. The Epistle of James and Eschatology: Re-reading an Ancient Christian Letter, Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series JSNTS, 121. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996.

Wachob, Wesley Hiram. The Voice of Jesus in the Social Rhetoric of James, Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series, 106. Cambridge: CUP, 2000.

Galatians: 
Commentaries:

M. Luther; J. Lightfoot; H.D. Betz; F.F. Bruce; R.Y.K. Fung; D. Guthrie; R.N. Longenecker; G.W. Hansen; J.D.G. Dunn; H.N. Ridderbos; J.L. Martyn; B. Witherington.

Other literature

Bryant, Robert A, The risen crucified Christ in Galatians, Dissertation series/ Society of Biblical Literature 185 (Atlanta GA: Society of Biblical Literature, 2001).

Ciampa, Roy E, The presence and function of Scripture in Galatians 1 and 2, Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament. 2. Reihe 102 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1998).

Cummins, Stephen Anthony, Paul and the crucified Christ in Antioch: Maccabean martyrdom and Galatians 1 and 2, Monograph series (Society for New Testament Studies 114 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001). 

Dunn, James D. G., The theology of Paul's letter to the Galatians, New Testament theology (Cambridge [England]; New York, NY, USA: Cambridge University Press, 1993).
Elliott, Susan, Cutting too close for comfort: Paul's letter to the Galatians in its Anatolian cultic context, Journal for the study of the New Testament. Supplement series 248 (London: T & T Clark International, 2003). 

Hansen, G. Walter, Abraham in Galatians: epistolary and rhetorical contexts, Journal for the study of the New Testament. Supplement series 29 (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1989).
_______, ‘Galatia’, in The Book of Acts in its First Century Setting 2: The Book of Acts in its Graeco Roman Setting, Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans; Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1994), 377-395.
Hays, Richard B., The faith of Jesus Christ: the narrative substructure of Galatians 3:1-4:11, The biblical resource series (Grand Rapids, Mich.; Cambridge: William B. Eerdmans, 2002).

Kern, Philip H., Rhetoric and Galatians: assessing an approach to Paul's epistle, Society for New Testament Studies Monograph series 101 (Cambridge, U.K. ; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Longenecker, Bruce W. (ed.), Narrative dynamics in Paul: a critical assessment (Louisville, Ky.; London: Westminster John Knox Press, 2002).

Nanos, Mark D. (ed.), The Galatians debate: contemporary issues in rhetorical and historical interpretation (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 2002). 

Rapa, Robert Keith, The meaning of "works of the law" in Galatians and Romans, Studies in biblical literature 31 (New York: P. Lang, 2001). 

Scott, James M., Paul and the nations: the Old Testament and Jewish background of Paul's mission to the nations with special reference to the destination of Galatians, Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament 84 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1995).

Slee, Michelle, The church in Antioch in the first century CE: communion and conflict, The Sheffield journal for the study of the New Testament. Supplement series 244 (London: Sheffield Academic Press, 2003). 

Perkins, Pheme, Abraham's divided children: Galatians and the politics of faith, The New Testament in context (Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, c2001).

Thielman, Frank, From plight to solution: a Jewish framework for understanding Paul's view of the law in Galatians and Romans, Supplements to Novum Testamentum 61 (Leiden; New York : E.J. Brill, 1989).
Wakefield, Andrew Hollis, Where to live: the hermeneutical significance of Paul's citations from Scripture in Galatians 3:1-14, Society of Biblical Literature Academia Biblica 14 (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, c2003.
Wenham, David, ‘Acts and the Pauline Corpus II. The evidence of Parallels’, in B. W. Winter, A. D. Clarke, The Book of Acts in its First Century Setting 1: The Book of Acts in its Ancient Literary Setting, Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans; Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1993), 215-258.
Students are encouraged to take the initiative in pursuing articles on individual words, phrases and passages in various dictionaries e.g. in the Word Biblical Commentaries by R.P. Martin and R.N. Longenecker. 

AIMS
The student should be familiar with the English text of Galatians and James. They should be aware of the problems using a translation, be aware of related accounts in New Testament texts and major issues in scholarship and they should be able to develop an informed opinion on the texts.
OBJECTIVES
Knowledge and Understanding

1. Familiarity with the arguments in early Christian communities.
2. Familiarity with New Testament texts and other primary sources, and their contribution to the discussion of the self-representation of Paul and the contrasting stance of James.
3.  Understanding of critical scholarly approaches to this material

Discipline-specific Skills

1. Increase confidence in the reading and interpretation of the New Testament

2. Acquire critical awareness of other approaches to New Testament texts 

3. Acquire a measure of intellectual flexibility through engagement with a variety of different methodologies

4. Acquire confidence in addressing theological issues

Transferable Skills

1. Be able to communicate effectively in both oral and written presentation 

2. Be able to gather and analyse primary and secondary sources

3. Be able to work effectively in collaboration with others

4. Acquire self-discipline in independent study and organisation
Jutta Leonhardt-Balzer, University of Aberdeen, September 2007.
School of Divinity, History and Philosophy

School Office: KCG11c, Email: divrs@abdn.ac.uk, Tel: 272380

