HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Uniting Act of the General Assembly of the Gtiuof Scotland of 2nd October
1929 statednter alia:-

“In 1843 there occurred the cleavage in the ChofcBcotland historically known as
the Disruption where a large section of the Chuselvering ecclesiastical connection
with the State on grounds set forth in the Claina¢lration and Protest of the
General Assembly, 1842 and the Protest, 1843 fotime&ree Church of Scotland.”

In the same year the Free Church Divinity College wet up in Aberdeen to train
Ministers for the Free Church. The training of Mieirs, first for the Free Church,
thereafter for the United Free Church and lattenygonjunction with the University
of Aberdeen, for the Church of Scotland, has beemain function of the College
ever since. Starting in 1843 funds were raisedfands have continued to be raised
over the years by gifts, legacies and public supson.

In 1900 the Free Church of Scotland and the Urite$byterian Church formally
united to form the United Free Church of Scotldddtil that time the College had
been called “The Free Church College” and thereéfteas called “The United Free
Church College”.

On 2nd October, 1929 the Church of Scotland andlthieed Free Church of
Scotland united as “the Church of Scotland”.

In the early 1930’s negotiations took place betwienCollege, the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland and The Universi Aberdeen with regard to
the future of the teaching of Divinity in Aberdegxgreement was reached in 1936
and in broad terms the basis of agreement waslhatademic subjects would be
taught at King’'s College, Aberdeen and “such furtieaching as is required by the
Church of Scotland alone for the training of hexdsints for the Ministry shall be
given at Alford Place College”. At some date betw26th October, 1936 and 18th
February, 1937 the name of the College was chatagé&christ’s College,
Aberdeen”.

The Main College Building at Alford Place continuedoe used for teaching until
May, 1986 when it was decided that all classes wbelheld at King's College.
Thereafter the buildings at Alford Place were sthé, proceeds being invested for the
continuing benefit of the College and its réleri@ining ministers for the church
including providing funds in support of one of tleetureships in Practical Theology
in the University.

With the sale of the Main College Building, it wascessary to find a new home for
the College Library. An agreement was made wiehUhiversity whereby certain
items were lodged in the main University Librarytiwihe bulk of the College’s
Library being combined with the Divinity Class Lésy and housed in the present
accommodation in King’'s College known as the Dityirhiibrary. The College
maintains the library as a resourcedbtirunder-graduates studying in the present
Department of Divinity and Religious Studies andvdes a budget each year for the
purchasing of text books and periodicals. TheRaml Board of the College also
employs the Librarian.



THE OBJECTIVESAND ACTIVITIESOF THE COLLEGE

The Financial Board of Christ’'s College seeks tvas¢he College in the fulfilment of
its réle in the formation of candidates for the @fuof Scotland ministry and
ministers of the Church of Scotland studying atWméversity of Aberdeen. To this
end it administers the various bequests, legacidgunds held by the College for this
purpose :

by providing financial support to the Universityita provision of appropriate
courses and library resources,

through the financial support of candidates, eshgan emergency
situations,

by providing financial support to ministers of t@aurch studying for the
Aberdeen-Pittsburgh D Min degree,

through the payment of bursaries and prizes(therlapen tall students
studying divinity and theological subjects not j@$turch of Scotland
Candidates),

through making provision of seminars, lecturegeads and other activities
organised by the Master appropriate in the traimihgandidates for the
ministry

by providing the necessary support for the Masteairying out his spiritual,
pastoral and supervisory responsibilities in relato candidates and thereby
helping to maintain a collegiate community centwaedvorship, the latter
finding expression in the Chapter Service held ey¥eiday in King’'s College
Chapel during term time.



