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It has been a while since graduation in 1981, but like all graduates, I still have many fond memories
of student days — in particular, agri ceilidhs, AU opera society, great company and few
responsibilities.

After Aberdeen, | went to Wye College, then part of University of London, to do a Postgraduate
Diploma in Farm Business Administration run by John Nix of the Farm Management Handbook
fame. It was an interesting and valuable course, but made me feel really glad that | took my first
degree in Aberdeen where there were students studying all sorts of subjects as well as Agriculture.
Everyone at Wye College was studying agriculture, or something related. Even after many
Aberdeen farm visits in all sorts of weathers, Kent provided the coldest ever — the 1981 winter was
really cold, and we were standing in a draughty shed on concrete slats on the North Downs with
snow blowing in and the east wind was coming straight from the Urals. We were supposed to be
discussing the unusual red and white Friesian Cattle who were sharing the building with us.

| have been farming near Perth since 1982, and on my own account since 1987. Married Moy
(Moyra Glogan, BSc Botany 1981) and we have two children. We rescued three farm cottages
from the ravages of dry rot and have been running a self-catering business since 1988
(www.cloagfarm.co.uk). | am also currently Chairman of the Association of Scotland’s Self-
Caterers which is the trade organisation representing this sector, and this work takes me away from
the farm quite often, as we now have a growing membership, currently 600 businesses from all
over Scotland (www.assc.co.uk). Although a significant proportion of our members are farmers, it
is interesting being involved with a completely different industry, and a great challenge. Foot and
Mouth in 2001 was perhaps one of our biggest problems, with movement of people and recreation
in rural Scotland stopped dead overnight: Agriculture in Scotland lost £231m but Tourism in
Scotland also lost £200m - £250m.

| have seen more of my class (1981) this year than ever. Jon Stepto and his family visited us this
summer, as did Philip Hainey with his wife, Jane. There was a strange and sad meeting up at
Derrick Scougal's (BSc Botany 1981) funeral near Kinross this autumn: Derrick married Susan
(Blackett), and Moy and | attended where we also met Fiona Smith (Semple) and Debbie Cameron
(Walter). Our thoughts are with Susan and her two boys, and we have all resolved to meet up in
happier circumstances in the near future. (I am sure that the Aberdeen Academic Agri community
has heard all about this through Susan’s father)

Getting organised to send my own son off to university next year (not agriculture) makes me realise
how lucky and privileged we were to enjoy free tertiary education, though we did not perhaps
appreciate it at the time. Also in those days, in Aberdeen, the Agricultural part of the University, the
North of Scotland College and part of the Advisory Service (still completely free to farmers in those
days) shared a building and resources. | know that we all have to move forwards, but looking back,
it just seems so sad that such a successful and well-regarded Centre of Agricultural Excellence
built up over the years should have been fragmented.

Farming, like most things, has taken several changes of direction over the years, and while we
have to adapt as best as we can, it is no accident that most of my farmer-friends are now doing
something other than watching their barley grow, and the cattle grow fat. | have specialist
agricultural enterprises like organic pigs, organic eggs, organic beef, a horse feed business, stable
livery and a farm shop and restaurant, as well as non-agricultural diversifications such as corporate
team building and tourism all on farms within a mile or two of where | live. One cannot live by
barley, beef and (especially) milk alone.

| am still supporting the arts as much as ever, and about 8 years ago took up curling, which |
greatly enjoy, though don’'t seem to improve as much as | would like. Am also involved in various
local activities and still enjoy ‘rattling the cages that need rattling’ when the need arises.



| am looking forward to hearing from other classmates. News from classes from round about 1981
seems particularly thin on the ground, but then the AUAGA was not set up in those days. Before
the ravages of time make some of us even less recognisable from our former student body shapes
and hair lengths, perhaps it is time for a re-union dinner or something. 2006 would be 25 years
after graduation. | wonder how many of our class are still involved in agriculture?

Happy times.
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Figure 1. Enterprise Gross Margin Comparison

Gross Margin (£/hd)
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Mr Michael Daw

Mrs Agnes Mackay

Dr Vernon R Fowler

Dr Elizabeth G Gray

Mr R J Isaacs

Mrs Isobel V J James

Dr Alison M Innes

Dr lan E Edwards

Mr Owen McPherson

Dr Eric Farr

Mr Michael Halliday

Miss Fiona E Gebbie

Professor Sandra Edwards

0 Mr Douglas Scott

0 Mr Donald C Macdonald

0 Dr Eunice J Allan

0 Dr J R Scaife

0 Dr Trevor Stuchbury

0 Professor Robert E L Naylor

0 Dr Simon B Heath

0 Professor John R Raeburn

1940 Mr John Geddes

1943 Dr J W S Reith

1943 Mr David R Bisset

1944 Mr J M Wilson

1945 Mr Charles Gair

1948 Mr Graeme J F
Copeman

1948 Mr James C Gill

1948 Miss Mary Cumming

1949 Mr Andrew W Philip

1949 Mr William G Mathewson

1949 Mr Marshall Singer

1949 Mr William Innes

1949 Mr Alexander John Gill

1949 Mr Alexander Penny

1949 Mrs Audrey M Low-
Mitchell

1950 Mr James S Ure

1950 Mr C D Scott

1950 Mr Alexander Reid
Manson

1950 Mr J G Shiach

1950 Mr Charles lan Lumsden

1951 Mr Raymond A P
Bardsley

1952 Mr John Telfer

1952 Mr George A G Christie

1952 Mr Roderick MacDonald

1953 Mr Roy Will

1953 Mr Malcolm Fyfe

1953 Mr William B Ironside

1953 Mr Joseph L Keppie

1954 Mr David Jack

1954 Mr Angus W Baillie

1955 Mr Andrew Philip Watt

1955 Mr Adam C Anderson

1956 Mr Tom Stephen

=  #$3C

1956 Mr James M Sulttie

1956 Mrs Margaret W
Anderson

1956 Mr M Scott Thompson

1956 Mr John S Mathers

1956 Mr Alasdair J Fraser

1957 Mr Duncan H Reid

1957 Mr Hugh L Black

1957 Professor N Lindsay
Innes

1957 Mr Alexander Douglas
Young

1957 Mr David K R
Cruickshank

1958 Mrs Euphemia Philip

1958 Dr Maitland Mackie, CBE

1958 Mr William Davidson

1958 Mr Jack Burgess

1959 Professor J F D
Greenhalgh

1960 Mr George S Burgher

1961 Professor Peter R
English

1962 Mr Gordon McKilligin

1963 Professor Liang Chou
Hsia

1963 Mr D John Hutchison

1963 Dr Douglas A Corse

1965 Mr Pat Edward

1965 Mr George W Shepherd

1965 Mr Arthur Graeme Kidd

1966 Mrs Sheila magee (nee
McKendrick)

1967 Mr Charles K Mackie

1967 Professor Kenneth J
Thomson

1968 Mr Sydney J E Bichan

1968 Dr William V Hutcheon

1968 Mr Brian Pack

1968 Mr Raymond Allbrooke

1969 Mr Thomas W Robertson

1969 Dr D H Machin

1969 Dr William Thorpe

1970 Mr Peter Fowlie

1970 Mr & Mrs Chris J Lomas

1970 Mrs Lynn D Gilbert (nee
Willets)

1970 Mr Hamish Coutts

1970 Mr Thomas Glenn Hull

1971 Mr David Younie

1971 Mr Colin J Thomson

1971 Mr David S Scrimgeour

1971 Mr Gordon Rennie

1972 Dr Hugh Galbraith

1972 Dr F D De B Hovell

1972 Mr G Roger Bryce

1972 Dr Alastair Alexander

1972 Dr Glenn T Scott

1972 Dr Susan M Jones

1972 Mr Bill Robson

1973 Mr Forbes M Davidson

1973 Dr N G Gregory

1973 Miss Mary Singleton

1974 Dr Kerr C Walker

1974 Mr Donald W McLaren

1975 Mr David J Gill

1975 Dr Linda C Herbert

1975 Mr Archie McLaren

1975 Mrs Catherine Mary
Coward (nee Adam)

1976 Mr Keith D F Stewart

1976 Mr D N Peck

1977 Mr Jamie Robertson

1977 Mr lain W Taylor

1977 Mr James S Cruickshank

1977 Mr Andrew Sime Laing

1977 Mr John D Brown

1977 Mr Nigel Jones

1977 Dr Philip C Garnsworthy

1977 Mr John R Baines

1978 Mr William Green

1978 Mr Alan D Maitland

1978 Dr Bill Slee

1978 Mr John B Mclntosh

1978 Mr Donald MacKenzie

1978 Mr Thomas Alexander
Fraser

1978 Dr lain Wright

1979 Mr James A Booth

1979 Mr G A Nicolson

1979 Mr Jamie Mackay

1979 Ms Rachel Bedingfield

1979 Mr Henry Sleigh

1979 Mr Willie G S Dobson

1979 Mr Tim J Finney

1979 Mr Adam J P Carswell

1980 Mr T James Dick

1980 Mr John D McWilliam

1980 Mrs Lorna Bates

1980 Mrs Yvonne Stewart

1980 Mrs Jane Sim (nee Mark)

1980 Mr Peter J Hatcher

1980 Miss Catherine Ann
Southall

1980 Miss Jennifer Pratt

1980 Mrs Caroline Kettlewell
(nee Robb)

1981 Mr lan A M Dawson

1981 Mr Tom O Flett

1981 Mr Colin | Marr

1981 Mr Robert W Plenderleith

1981 Dr Fiona Millar (nee
Proctor)

1981 Mr Hugh W Young

1981 Mrs Deborah Cameron
(nee Walter)



1981 Mr lan C G Robertson

1981 Mr David M A Smythe

1981 Mrs Petronella Nattrass
(nee Anderson)

1981 Mr Graham J Fraser

1982 Mr Duncan Mitchell

1982 Ms Debra K Burnham

1982 Mr & Mrs David & Rhona
Cruickshank

1982 Mr Malcolm D Wilson

1982 Mr Mark Smith

1982 Mr Graeme K Geddes

1982 Mrs Suzanne Harrison
(nee Ledward)

1982 Mr Andrew S Dyer

1982 Miss Diana M Lindon

1983 Mrs Linda Mackie (nee
Cook)

1983 Mr Robin Murray

1983 Mr Dennis Overton

1983 Miss Gillian P Whytock

1983 Mr Roddy McLean

1983 Mr John A Walker

1983 Mr John A Haftke

1984 Mr Graham R Mitchell

1984 Mr Euan C Phimister

1984 Mrs Jeannie Jamieson
(nee Hodgetts)

1984 Mr & Mrs Patrick A
Graham-Jones

1984 Mr R Austin Paterson

1984 Mr Martin Bell

1984 Mrs Pamela Murphy (nee
Forbes)

1985 Mr Andrew Robertson

1985 Mrs Catherine Thompson
(nee Rhodes)

1985 Mr John Wilson

1985 Mr David Smith

1985 Mr William Thomson

1985 Mr J David Chalmers

1985 Mr Graham Brunton

1985 Mr Brian A MacDonald

1985 Mr Kenneth A Slater

1985 Miss Catriona MacPhail

1985 Mrs Lilian Cockburn (nee
Love)

1986 Mr John F Tuthill

1986 Miss Jane Smith

1986 Miss Susan Smith

1986 Mr Mark Guild

1986 Mr Derek Kennedy

1986 Miss Rachel Jones

1986 Miss Aileen Buchanan

1986 Mrs Susan Hermiston
(nee Cowie)

1986 Mr William R Hamilton

1986 Mr Michael Fleming

1987 Mr Richard Beattie

1987 Mrs Sarah Jane Burton
(nee Kerr)

1987 Mr Brian Ferguson

1987 Mrs Sheena Hasslinger
(nee Fairweather)

1987 Mr Michael Walker

1987 Mr Jock A Gardiner

1987 Mrs Fiona M C Rooney
(nee Grieve)

1987 Mr Duncan MacPherson

1987 Mrs Yvonne Cassie (nee
Anderson)

1987 Mr Andrew Connon

1987 Mr David Gordon

1987 Mr Matthew Weaver

1987 Mr Alistair Melrose

1987 Mr Walter Alexander
Reid

1987 Mr Alistair J Marshall

1987 Mr W John Service

1987 Mrs Alison Campbell
(nee Laidlaw)

1987 Mrs Kairsty Ashworth
(nee Topp)

1987 Mrs Catherine Sutcliffe
(nee Leonard)

1987 Mrs Christine Goldie
(nee Beaton)

1987 Mr lan B L Walker

1987 Dr Kevin Sinclair

1987 Mr Michael J Hatton

1987 Mr Gilbert Edgar

1987 Mr James McNair

1988 Miss Elaine J Booth

1988 Mr Craig B Chisholm

1988 Mr Kevin J Gilbert

1988 Mr Hugh Ironside

1988 Mr Paul Racionzer

1988 Mr Stuart N Ramsay

1988 Mr Andrew J Robertson

1988 Dr Liam Sinclair

1988 Mr Michael S Tait

1988 Mr Alan W Bruce

1988 Miss Helen Jane Morrow

1988 Mr lan MacDougall

1988 Mrs Fiona H Hay (nee
McFarlane)

1988 Mr Mark W Wilken

1988 Mr Alan Struthers

1988 Mr Niall W G Arbuckle

1988 Mr Steven J D Jack

1988 Mrs Kathleen Jones (nee
Harper)

1988 Mrs Doreen Morgan (nee
Garrick)

1988 Mr Graham Sinclair

1988 Mr Andrew Sprunt

1988 Mr James McLaren

1988 Miss Deborah Donaghy

1988 Mrs Fiona Higginson
(nee Gray)

1988 Mr Robert Love

1988 Mr Andrew J Ferguson

1988 Mr Andrew R Gray

1989 Mr Duncan Alan Fraser

1989 Mr Keith R Murray
1989 Mr Donald A Sinclair
1989 Mr Keith T Spalding
1989 Mr Sean O'Dowd
1989 Mr Donald A Barrie
1989 Mrs Mandy Stewart
1989 Miss Jennifer F Bell
1989 Dr Jane S Kemp
1989 Mr Hamish Farmer
1989 Miss Elizabeth P Scott
1989 Miss Joanne E Scott
(nee Davidson)
1990 Mr Graham A Brown
1990 Mr Matthew J Conway
1990 Dr Majid Ibraheem
1990 Mr Simon J Miller
1990 Mr Robert S Craig
1990 Mr Graham McLean
1990 Miss Jane A Mitchell
1990 Mr J Ben Graham
1990 Mr Richard R Porteous
1990 Mr J Scott Cockburn
1990 Mr Paul G Walmsley
1990 Miss Justine A B Hare
1990 Dr Sandy MacKenzie
1990 Miss Angela H Cliff
1991 Mrs Patricia J
MacEachern (nee
Wilson)
1991 Mr David J Mackinnon
1991 Mrs Rachel A Reid (nee
Smith)
1991 Miss Fiona
Macmenemey
1991 Mrs Sandra Dawson
(nee Mauchline)
1991 Mr Allan G Dawson
1991 Mr Christopher Maitland
1991 Mrs Lyndsay E Fairbairn
(nee Hogg)
1992 Mr William Healy
1992 Mr Charles V Rickard-
Bell
1992 Mr & Mrs Peter
Chapman
1992 Mr Philip Holder
1992 Miss Sharon McCombes
1992 Mr Kenneth McLean
1992 Mr John C Murrie
1992 Mr Mark Allan
1992 Miss Sarah Coe
1992 Mr John Donaldson
1993 Mr Niall A C Campbell
1993 Mr David A Grove
1993 Mr James Petty
1993 Mr Alasdair R M Cox
1993 Miss Kellie Rance
1993 Mr John Mitchell
1993 Mrs Janet Stewart (nee
Roden)
1993 Miss Emma K Penny
1994 Miss Kirsty J Grove



1994 Dr & Mrs John & Lisa
Dunne

1994 Mr Albert Xalabarder
Angli

1994 Mrs Suzanne M Corboy
(nee Cormack)

1994 Mr James McC Wilson

1994 Mr Andrew Head

1994 Mr Thomas G Mitchell

1994 Mrs Victoria J King (nee
Strachan)

1994 Mr Ralph Fallows

1995 Dr Christine Watson

1995 Miss Debra Steele

1995 Miss Tonya Fitzpatrick-
Higgins

1995 Mr Derek Hanton

1995 Miss Suzanne M Kiff

1995 Mrs Natasha Waller (nee

Scott)

1995 Mr Paul Buckley

1996 Mr Nicolas Negrin-

Pereira

1996 Mr Keith Hewitt

1996 Miss Helen Christie

1996 Mrs Anne MacLellan

(nee Shepherd)

1996 Miss Ann Cameron

1996 Dr Hilary Kelly

1996 Mrs Patricia Wilkins (nee

Aikman)

1997 Mr James A Rae
1997 Mr Alistair Watson
1997 Mr George C Chalmers
1997 Dr Watcharapong
Wattanakul

1997 Mr Richard Kirkland
1997 Miss Deborah Cross
1997 Mr Gregor Alex
Colquhoun

1997 Mr Richard Murphy
1997 Miss Alison E | Craig
(nee Campbell)

1997 Mr David Henderson
1997 Miss Sheona Grant
1998 Dr Kostas Kousenidis
1998 Dr Emilio Ungerfeld
1998 Mr Kennedy Nelson
Muturi

1998 Mr A D Devonshire
1998 Miss Kathleen J Milne
1998 Mr William Mathers
1998 Mr Peter W Lindsay
1998 Mr Colin Forsyth
1998 Mr Adam Wardrop
1998 Mr lan Thomson
1999 Mr Owen Clark

1999 Miss Judith Thomson
1999 Mr John Young

1999 Miss Susan Bell
2000 Mr Robert O'Brien
2000 Miss Evy Mathas

2000 Mr William Mitchell
2000 Mr Hugh Hamilton
2000 Mr Adam John Lawson
2000 Mr Patrick Snowdon
2000 Miss Lorna Louise
Masson
2000 Miss Colette Wilson
2001 Miss Araceli Pinelli
2001 Mr Craig Stewart Murray
2001 Miss Karen Soutar
2001 Mr Christopher Burt
2001 Mr Alistair Davidson
2002 Mr Alastair Hunter
2002 Ms Sophie Bisgaard-
Frantzen
2002 Miss Abigail Harper
2002 Ms Karin McGirven
2002 Ms Mairi E Wilson
2002 Mr George McWilliam
2002 Ms Alison Shepherd
2002 Mr Richard Scarborough
2002 Ms Corrine S Fisher
2002 Mr David John
Humphries
2003 Ms Fiona Reid Mackie
2004 Ms Donna Ross
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