Angus Pelham Burn Awards 2011-2012
Thanks to the generosity of Mr Angus M Pelham Burn, the Department is able to award grants totalling up to £10,000 towards the costs incurred by postgraduate research students of undertaking anthropological fieldwork, in any region of the circumpolar North, within the calendar year 2010. We anticipate that most awards to be in the region of £2000 to £3000.

Applicants must be registered (full- or part-time) for the PhD course in Anthropology at the University of Aberdeen. There are no restrictions on nationality. The awards may be used to cover any expenses incurred in fieldwork, including travel to/from and within the field area, subsistence and accommodation, childcare expenses, insurance, visa fees, clothing and equipment, gifts or payments to informants or local assistants, transcription costs, reproducing archival documents, and other photographic and computing costs. 

While the awards are specifically intended to support research in the circumpolar North, the region is understood broadly to include Alaska, northern Canada, Greenland, Iceland, northern Norway, Sweden and Finland, northwest Russia and Siberia, and northern Japan.

The awards will be managed by a committee including the following:

· Head of the Department of Anthropology (Dr. Arnar Árnason)

· Departmental Research Co-ordinator (Dr. Johan Rasanayagam)

· Departmental Postgraduate Admissions Officer (Dr. Alexander King)

· The Chair of the Angus Pelham Burn Award Committee (Dr. Nancy Wachowich)

Decisions about applications will be made by the committee in consultation with the supervisors of individual students concerned.

We strongly suggest that the students apply to the Angus Pelham Burn Grant in conjunction with an application to the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research for a Dissertation Fieldwork Grant (for details, see http://www.wennergren.org/programs/programs_show.htm?doc_id=367834&attrib_id=13232).  Applications for Angus Pelham Burn Awards will thus follow identical format to that of the Wenner Gren and should comprise of the following eight sections: 
· Title and short abstract of the research, the location of the site (or sites) for fieldwork, and its schedule.         

· Detailed budget breakdown of the proposed research (including details of any other sources of support applied for or already obtained). Please provide estimated total costs rather than applying for a specific amount. The committee will determine what proportion of expenses can be covered in each case.

· Describe your research question/hypothesis or research objectives. That is, what will the focus of your investigation be? (one page)

· How does your research build on existing scholarship in anthropology and closely related disciplines? Give specific examples of this scholarship and its findings. (one page)

· What evidence do you need to collect to answer your research question and how will you go about collecting it? (one page)

· What is your training and how are you prepared to do this research? (List examples of your language competence, technical skills, previous research, and any other relevant experience. Describe any work you have already done on the project, and/or how it relates to your prior research. If you are collaborating with other academic personnel describe their roles in the project and the nature of the collaboration. (one page)

· What contribution does your project make to anthropological theory and to the discipline? (A successful application will emphasise the contribution its proposed research will make, not only to the specific area of research being addressed, but also to the broader field of anthropology). (half a page)  

· Project bibliography. Applicants are additionally asked to provide a project bibliography of up to ten pages.

Applications should be submitted by 19 November 2010 to Dr Nancy Wachowich in the Department of Anthropology. Please submit one hard copy and one electronic copy. The electronic copy may be sent as an email attachment (to n.wachowich@abdn.ac.uk).

Decisions on applications will be made by 10 December 2010. Since the outcomes of applications to the Wenner-Gren Foundation submitted in the November 2010 round will not be known for some months after that, awards will not be conditional on these outcomes. In the event, however, that a Wenner-Gren application is successful, any grant that remains unspent at the date of commencement of the Wenner-Gren award must be returned.   

Recipients of Angus Pelham Burn awards will be required to submit two reports. The first should be submitted around the mid-point of fieldwork. The second should be submitted on completion of fieldwork. There is no fixed format for these reports, but they should include a description of research activities, hypotheses, findings and graphics.  Neither should exceed 3,000 words.

