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AT 1501: Overhead, Week 10 (42) and Week 11 (lecture 1): Development

1 May 2003 & 5 May 2003

Tuesday’s film: The Goddess and the Computer, Steve Lansing (1989)

· Balinese irrigation systems

· Rice terraces

· Bureaucrats, priests and the green revolution

Green Revolution: 

· the use of institutionalised agricultural research, large-scale capital resources, and energy-intensive technology to increase per-acre food production in developing nations

· began in 1943 when the Rockefeller Foundation funded a special project in cooperation with the Mexican government to improve the yield of grain crops by selective breeding

· high yields per-acre when accompanied by the increased use of water and pesticides

· green revolution projects around the world

· new plants called high-response hybrid strains of  “miracle grains” promising to feed the world

· at a cost to local domesticates produced by many generations of local people

· depend on expensive inputs, demanding plants (water and expensive fertilizers—environmentally damaging)

· genetic monocrop- so they are vulnerable to disease – thus increased need for expensive chemical pesticides

· joining the Green Revolution– farmers become   linked to a complex global system through tools, plants, seeds and land, marketing, wages and credits

The politics of world hunger and the ‘culture of development’

- 19th century socio-evolutionist thought and its effects on our ideas of other peoples, uniliear development, race of progress

-mid-20th century, development has come to refer to a particular economic process involve the expansion of production and consumption and/or rising standards of living, especially in the ‘poor’ countries of the 3rd world

Development: implies assumptions about: 

· a process of change

· higher material standards of living

· healthier and longer lives

· rising education levels

· rising levels of labour productivity, 

· applications of science, technology, 

· more efficient forms of economic and managerial organization

Modernization theory: implies assumptions about:

· ideas of ‘progress’  being the replacement of traditional cultures with their more ‘mordern’ counterparts

· inevitability about modernization

· economic health  

How do colonial histories and international politics affect the politics of hunger?

The politics of hunger

· post WWII, the development era

· problems of post-war reconstruction

· the rise of the United States and economically dominant power

· the period of growing independence and de-colonization movements,  90 independent nations

· the cold war and the internationalisation of colonial issues

· policies of non-alignment, geopolitical politics

· institutional responses  to global poverty

· notions of ‘progress’, ‘modernization’

· the ‘culture of development’

· neo-colonialism

United Nations (UN)

· founded 1945, after World War II

· now 185 members most prominent international organization concerned with global development issues

· mission: to maintain world peace, develop good relations between countries, promote cooperation in solving the world’s problems, and encourage respect for human rights.

1948— UN declares Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· “Everyone has the right to a standards of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care’

-UN expanded program of technical assistance for underdeveloped countries

the ‘culture of development’

· a 1949 statement in Harry Truman’s inauguration address as  President of the United States, announcing the American Four Point Program

· major course of action of US foreign policy, participating in the planning, realization, and evaluation of technical cooperation projects in agriculture, heath and education, resource development, and transportation

· assumed that global poverty was due to a cycle of: disease, ignorance poverty

· proposed solution: transfer of industrial technology and education from rich to poor countries

Western notions of technology and education

Critical Features defining ‘advanced’ ‘developed’ societies in the modernization model:  

· high levels of industrialization and urbanization

· technicalization of agriculture

· rapid growth of material production and living standards

· -widespread adoption of “modern education”

· -based in secular, state schools, and a set of cultural values linked to individualism, democracy, and capitalism.

American vision: capital, science, technology

· world hunger seen as a technological (rather than a historical/relational) problem

· massive spending on economic and military aid

· trickle down philosophy

· implementing American style factory farming in the developing world

Measures of poverty:

· Per capita income

· Gross national product

Political motivations:

· Anti-communism, geopolitical strategies, cold war

· US farmers, food aid

· Creating markets

The Green Revolution:

Problems with the Green Revolution: 

-the public purpose is to feed the poor,  but national elites control financial and technological inputs

-increases the  burden of debt from third world countries to international donors, and often find that they must submit to specific conditions in order to keep up their payments

-thus international debt peonage:

· means that the majority of rural populations become impoverished, not nourished by the Green Revolution

Secondary outcomes of the increased production of the green revolution: 

· -impoverishment

· --new technology linked to increased debt and landlessness

· -nutrition declined because the monocrop replaced other food crops

· -urbanization: mechanization reduced the need for farm labour and wages fell, driving many people to seek low-paying jobs in the cities

-increase in disparities/ inequalities: elites at every level benefit, while the total level of poverty increased

-joining the Green Revolution– farmers become  linked to a complex global system through tools, plants, seeds and land, marketing, wages and credits

-dependent on world markets in fertilizers, oil, etc. 

-the fate of developing rural villages become determined by heads of government, banks, corporation, foundations, and international development agencies

- in countries with large rural populations, the substitution of energy intensive agriculture over labour intensive agriculture throws thousands off their land 

-small scale farmers become day labourers or feel to the cities in search of jobs.

Case studies: 

Bangladesh: (formerly known as East Pakistan (1947-1971)

·
rural, impoverished population

·
system of structural social inequality

·
British conquest 1765, replacement of cotton with jute

1970s, 1980s, -more holistic approach to development

·
alternative development strategies

·
popular participation

·
measuring social implications

·
redistribution emphasizing social justice

·
network of social relationships

-Madhya Pradesh, India 

-Grameen Bank, Bangladesh

-micro-credit, micro-finance to women

Goddess and the Computer (film)

-Balinese irrigation systems

-holism

