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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CEPHALOPOD INTERNATIONAL
ADVISORY COUNCIL (CIAC)

F. G. Hochberg and Emma M. C. Hatfield

The Cephalopod International Advisory Council (CIAC) was founded in 1983, as an
international forum to encourage research on cephalopods, promote international co-op-
eration in that field, and to set up a body able to answer the increasing number of ques-
tions about cephalopod fisheries being received by researchers. The initial plan to publish
results of hands-on workshops resulted in so much interest that regular (currently trien-
nial) symposia were organized. The most recent such symposium was held in Aberdeen
[UK] in July 2000 and the publication of symposium papers and workshop reports in
Bulletin of Marine Science provides the opportunity to present a brief history of CIAC.

The idea to form an international body of cephalopod specialists was first proposed by
Malcolm R. Clarke in March 1981 at a Workshop on the Biology and Resource Potential
of Cephalopods held in Queenscliffe, Australia. In June 1981, at a Workshop in Ply-
mouth, England, on the Identification of Cephalopod Beaks, the first formative meeting
for CIAC took place and the charter members of the new organization convened a com-
mittee to develop the structure of CIAC. A Charter Committee was formed and met in
September 1983 at the Laboratoire Arago, Banyuls-sur-Mer, France, to accept formally
the proposed charter and resolutions and to elect the first council members. The Charter
Committee proposed that the General Council of CIAC would consist of nine executive
members, from whom a Chairperson or President and Executive Secretary would be
elected, and nine alternative or substitute members. Following election of the first coun-
cil the Charter Committee was dissolved.

The first Cephalopod Advisory Council comprised: Sigurd von Boletzky [France],
Malcolm R. Clarke [UK], Frederick G. Hochberg [USA], Chung C. Lu [Australia],
Katharina M. Mangold [France], Takashi Okutani [Japan], Martina A. C. Roeleveld [South
Africa], Clyde F. E. Roper [USA], Gilbert L. Voss [USA], Nancy A. Voss [USA] and
John H. Wormuth [USA]. The research interests of the members of Council included
systematics, ecology, behavior, embryology, parasitology, physiology, culture, capture
and fisheries. At present CIAC consists of a General Council of 18 scientists plus a Re-
serve of five additional individuals. Of these, two members of Council and one Reserve
are scientists at the early stages of their career (e.g., graduate students or postdoctoral
researchers). Council members are elected on a rotating basis to maintain stability and
direction. Individuals typically serve two 3-yr terms. This rotation also provides opportu-
nity for participation from as broad a spectrum of cephalopod research interests and geo-
graphical representation as possible. The names of Presidents and Executive Secretaries
since the inception of CIAC are shown in Appendix 1.

The stated aims of CIAC are to stimulate, accelerate and influence the direction of
cephalopod research, to provide help and advice on aspects of cephalopod biology, in-
cluding those relevant to the management of the increasingly important cephalopod fish-
eries, and to spread information on past and current research. These aims are achieved by:

• Convening Workshops and/or Symposia every 2–3 yrs and publishing the results in
book, printed, or electronic format
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• Supporting joint meetings with fisheries organizations, societies, or laboratories for
exchange of information and, usually, the publication of papers and/or training manuals

• Endorsing relevant meetings or symposia organised by third parties
Between 1985 to 1993, CIAC produced regular newsletters to disseminate information

relating to cephalopods; summarizing research activities, announcing meetings and list-
ing recent publications in the field. This was replaced in 1994 by an electronic newsletter,
which has, more recently, become an informal electronic discussion list (see below for
details).

The CIAC newsletter was edited by Marion Nixon (1985–88) and Paul Rodhouse (1989–
93). The FastMoll newsletter/discussion list has been administered on behalf of CIAC by
Ian Gleadall (1994–98), Graham Pierce (1998–2001) and John Forsythe (2001 onwards).
The FastMoll list is presently hosted by the UK-based National Academic Mailing List
Service (JISCmail) and was previously hosted by the University of Newcastle’s Mailbase
service and Tohoku University in Japan.

The Cephalopod International Advisory Council is affiliated with the International
Council of Scientific Union’s International Association of Biological Oceanography
(IABO), sponsored through UNESCO. Furthermore, the CIAC charter provides for a
representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to serve as
a permanent observer on the Council.

Perhaps the most visible evidence of CIAC has been the production of a number of
publications on cephalopods, resulting from the several symposia and workshops organised
under the auspices of Council, or endorsed by CIAC.  These have ranged from books to
special issues of internationally recognised marine science journals.

It is our intention that this introduction should serve as a resource for cephalopod re-
searchers and to this end we include a list of meetings that have led to publications about
cephalopods, including those organised, sponsored or co-sponsored by CIAC (Table 1).
Although the list is almost certainly incomplete, it does provide a strong indication of the
dramatic increase in cephalopod related meetings in particular over the last two decades.
The meetings listed include both national and international meetings and range in size
from working groups attended by a handful of people to international conferences with
more than 150 delegates. Ignoring these disparities in size, it may be seen that CIAC has
played an active role in around one quarter of such meetings since its inception in 1985.
The meetings in the CIAC symposium and workshop series have increased in size and
the most recent meeting in Aberdeen [UK] attracted more than 150 delegates.

Since its inception in 1983 honorary life membership of CIAC has been awarded to 11
distinguished cephalopod researchers, in recognition of their outstanding contribution to
cephalopod research and to the ideals and aims of CIAC.  Details of these awards are
shown in Table 2.

Further information about CIAC, including the current Council and full rules can be
accessed at the British Antarctic Survey website, at http://www.nerc-bas.ac.uk/mlsd/ciac.
This site also includes a full list of meetings, symposia and conferences related to cepha-
lopods and links to other cephalopod-related websites. The FastMoll discussion list can
be contacted by sending an e-mail to fastmoll@jiscmail.ac.uk (see http://
www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/fastmoll.html). The archives of CIAC are housed in California
at the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History [USA].
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